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Bid to protect
minibus serv1ce

By Jessie Yim

THE Transport Depart-
ment will impose restric-
tions on the Kowloon-
Canton Railway Corpor-
ation (KCRC) to protect
minibus operators.:

One measure is to curb
the KCRC’s free feeder
bus services.

The department: feels

that the Government-
owned transport giant
could easily interrupt the
existing balance of the
transport network, and
put smaller transport op-
erators in jeopardy.

Transport officials plan
to require the KCRC to
seek prior approval from
the commissioner for
transport before it intro-
duces new feeder bus ser-
vices along the railway
line..

“This is to ensure no
duplication of service,”
said Assistant Com-
missioner for Transport
Mr Richard Meakin.

He said the Transport
Department was drafting
guidelines approving the
KCRC’s new bus route ap-
plications.

Conditions of service
such as ensuring proper
notification of introduc-
tion or termination of a
service would be imposed

\

on the KCRC’s public ser-
vice licence, he said.

He pointed out that the
KCRC was not actually
providing free bus ser-
vices for the public.

People paid their fares

-when they bought train
-tickets, he said.

Communters who did
not need tp use the feeder
buses might have to subsi-
dise those who needed the
service, he added,
responsing to an argu-
ment that commuters wel-
comed the feeder service.

Mr Meakin felt that
regulations were needed
to maintain a stable trans-
port network.

He quoted as an
example the Tai Po rail-
way station, where the
KCRC suddenly intro-
duced two additional
feeder bus services, push-
ing the number of routes
to four.

The KCRC only in-
formed the Transport De-
partment of the routes
five or six days before it
began the services, he
said.

“A green minibus ser-
vice at the station was hit
very hard,” he said, add-
ing that the Kowloon
Motor Bus (KMB) had

so complamed about

uplication of its routes.

Mr Meakin said the
KMB was such a big com-
pany, it needed no
Government protection.

“But green minibuses.
are very vulnerable to
KCRC’s competition and
can be killed overnight,”
he said.

He added that the
KCRC would not be asked
to withdraw services
already in existence.

In response to a poss-
ible infringement of the
KCRC’s autonomy, Mr
Meakin said passengers’
interests should also be
protected.

He said just as the
KCRC could introduce
free feeder bus services
any time, it could also
take them away immedi-
ately.

“How about if they take
away the service over-
night ... Passengers who
have been patronising it
will find it very incon-
venient,” he said.

The KCRC operates two
feeder routes in Sha Tin
and four feeder services
in Tai Po.




