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116 IN DRUG SYNDICATE CASE

FREED FROM ICAC BAIL

THE ICAC announced last night that it would n

ot renew the bail of 116 people

under investigation in connection with a suspected drug syndicate in the Yau Ma
Tei fruit market, the papers reported in massive coverage today.

A spokesman  said the
Attorney-General was now
considering the case and pend-
ing his decision on the matter.
these people had been inform.
ed by letter that they did not
nced to attend the ICAC's
offices in the coming weck
as agreed in their bail.

The papers said that the
travel documents of these
eople  had. however, not
geen returned to them.

A mumber of papers, in-

Wah Kiu-¥at Po.aud——

Ching Po, said that the ICAC’s
announcement in some way
resulted from the amnesty
announced by the
Governor  and that most of
these people would not be
prosecuted. Sing Tao Jih Pao
and Ching Po said that about
20 people  would stll be
charged with serious offences.

The Hong Kong Economic
Journal said the announce-
ment implied that the Govern-
ment was bowing to pressur

and-had dealt-Sanot

to the 1ICAC's dignity. “The
Commission’s anti-corruption
drive may be affected in the
future,” the paper said.

On Saturday. the papers
reported  prominently that
the Attorncy-General,  Mr.
John Hobley. had decided not
to prosecute 18 policemen in
connection with a suspected
corruptisn racket that once
operated in Sham Shui Po.

The Express said a report

_would be sent to the Com-

o decidc  whether dis-
'Rlinary action should be
Ren against the policemen.
A street poll conducted by
Ming Pao showed that resi-
dents were generally  dis-
satisfied with the Attorney-
General’s decision.

JUSTICE

In two editorials on Satur-
day and today. the paper said -
the Attorney-General's deci-
stons not to charge the police-
men and to prosecute only onc
former sergeant in connec-
tion with last month's Hut-
chison House incident were
wrong and went against the
spirit of justice.

“In the long run. these
decisions will have grave im-
plications for Hong Kong be-
cause public confidence in the
Government will diminish in
large measures.” the paper

said. )
Kung Sheuny Evening News

said on Saturdav thar the de-
cisions represented a scries of
compromises with policemen.
In another development.
some papers reported vester-
day that the proposed Junior
Police  Officers  Association
was still awaiting approval
from  the Commissioner of
Police for its reprosentatives
to take the gricvances of rank-
and-file policemen to Britain.
Sing Pao and Kung Sheuny
Daily News said that the pre-
paratory  committee of the

asgociation had asked for a
meeting with Sir Yuet-keuny
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