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\Aftercare
‘vital’ for

addlcts,t) 3

The Government has been
urged to ensure there are ade- :
quate aftercare officers in the &
Correctional Services Depart-
ment to provide supervision:.

and counselling for drug ad-*.

dicts discharged from' treatg
ment centres.

The call was made by Dr :
Ho Kam-fai during the re- - ,: :

sumed debate on the Drug Ad- |
_diction Treatment Centres,
. (Amendment) Bill. = :

Dr Ho said 'the most cru-{
cial phase of rehabilitating
drug addicts is to help them
adapt to the pressures of life "
in theé community, hold jobs
and associate with’ famrlyx
members and friends.

He noted that the most im- "
portant amendment proposed
in the bill is_to shortén the
minimum period of detentmn
in order to maximise fhe
" effects of aftercare. i

“The intention is to reduceq

1

to the minimum the chances of > -

relapse It is based on experl-;
.ence 'in mild cases that thez
shorter the time is spent in-. 2
side the treatment centre, the™
lower the chances are of relap-
se,” he said. .

Dr Ho added that this ap-
proach is in line with the cur-"~
rent rehabilitation practlce for®
drug abusers and’is therefore
worthy of support. :

However, he s:nd the suc-
-cess of aftercare depends, to a(I
large extent, on the quahty of®
supervision.

“If there is-any shortfall in,
_manpower, addltonal re<
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actment of this
Thomas said. -
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