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description of Kwun Tong and the Shui Wo St.

Kwun Tong (KT) is a mixed industrial and residential
area aof a paopulatin aover 800,000 the greater number of whom
live in public hcusingbestates (Lemming,1981). Shui Wo St.
is situated in the KT tawn centre a block behind Mut Wah St.
The east end of Shui Wo St. opens into Fu Yan St. which runs
perpendicular to Mut Wah St. and Yue Man Square which are the
major thoroughfares in downtown Kwun Tong. The west end of
Shui Wa St. ends in Hip Wo Street which is the major bus
route linking the Sau Mau Ping public housing estates to the
transportation network linking KT and other districts in Hong
Kong. Along Shui Wo St. are 2 alleys bridging pedestrian
traffic between Shui Wo 5t, Mut Wah St. and Hip Wo St. There
is a bus terminal at the intersection of Mut Wah St. and Hip
Wo St. Another one at Yan 0i Court between Yue Man 5q. and
Mut Wah St. Within walking distance +from Shui Wo Street are
more than a dozen mini-bus terminals servicing the various
parts of the KT district as well as other districts. Shui Wo
St. is situated close to the nexus of the transportation
network and yet itself is rnot a major vehicular thoroughtare.
This geographical proximity to the communication networks
brings Shui Wo St. the pedestrian volume that makes street
hawking - a viable undertaking there. At the same time the
relatively undemanding vehicular traffic on Shui Wo St. gives
it a spatial advantage to accommodate the encroaching illegal
street hawkers as well as the large volume of shopper tratfic

drawn to the hawking agglomeration. Moreove, there is a
bazaar situated at the intersection of Fu Yan 35t. an Shui Wo
St. which further contributes to the attraction of Shui Wo
at. to shoppers and illegal street hawers alike. In short,

Shui Wo St. is endowed wih various geographical and spatial
advantages to turn it into a thriving market area.

Shui Wo St. comes to life around 8 a.m. NMearby an Mut
Wah St. and Yee On £St. illegal cooked food hawkers can be
seen working as early as &6 a.m. to serve the workers and
students. The street hawkers on Shui Wo St. nheed not start
sooner than 8 a.m. because the bulk of their customers, the
housewives, rarely do their shopping before 8 a.m. The peak
morning shopping period is between 9-11 a.m., the afternoon
between 4-7 p.m. The major commodities on sale include
vegetable, fresh fruit, live fish and poultry, meat (cooked
and uncooked), various kinds of dry food and clothing items.
These are the major staple goods all housewives look for in
their daily shopping trip{s). In addition there are many
other commodities available ranging from hairpins and caombs
to curtains and jade jewelleries.

Many eof the illegal street hawkers working an Shui Wo
St. are licenced bazaar vendors who abandon the safety and
security of their bazaar stalls to the praomise of better
business and higher income as a street vendor outside the
bazaar. Most of the street hawkers are unlicenced vendors.
Some are o0ld timers who have worked in the same spatial
position for 10 years or more. Some are newcamers who have
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worked for as 1little as 6 manths. There are morse mals
vendaors than female vendors at the ratio of around 211, The
number of street  hawkers working on Shui Wo S5t. has gohe up
steadily since 19820. My last visit to HK in 1982 indicated
that the street hawkers were 2 rows deep on each side of Shui
Wo St. with ophne row on the pavement and the other back to
back with it on the street. . Upan my return in 1983 certain
sections of Shui Wo St. became 3 rows deep with street
hawkers on each side rendering wvehicular traffic as well as
pedestrian traffic almost impossible i+ noct sometimes
outright hazardgus. During the morning peak hours the number
o+ strest hawkers on Shul Wo St. must total close to 290 i+
not more covering the length of the street betvesn Fu Yan 3St.
and Shui MNing St. which is maybe 25830 metres in all.

A total of 41 hawker blackspots were identified in the
KT district and the estimated number of illegal hawkers to be
around 2120 in 19832. The heaviest concentration of illegal
street hawkers wsre found in the KT town and industrial
centre and the Mgau Tau Kok area.



11. Recent Immigrant Hawkers in the Shui Wg St. market area

8. Yho are the recent immigrant hawkers?

It is not always easy to tell the recent immigrant
hawkers apart <from the resident hawkers by appearance. In
fact there is 1little: agreement among the street hawkersg
themselves on the criteria upon which a recent immigrant
hawker is characterised. Most people vwould agree that the
length 0pf residence in Hong Kong is a gnod measure to
differentiate the recent immigrants from the local residents.
Those who have resided in Hong Kong for 7 years or less are
recent immigrants without a permanent Hong Kong citizenship.
While this technical and legal criterium is consistent and
straigtforward, it is by no means the only nor the mast
important measure of differentiation. In fact some hawkers
are still regarded as ’'recent immigrant’ hawukers even though
they have been in HK for more than 7 years, However, anybody
without a permanent Hk citizenship is always regarded as a

‘recent immigrant’ regardless of his ccocupation and
socio-economic status.
One of the major differences between the recent

immigrant hawkers and the local resident hawkers is in their
marners of conducting business. Recent immigrant hawkers are
notorious far 'self-exploitation’. They are the ones who
will sell at prices that gives them a mark up of anywhere
from 15% to a few percent. They will exploit their labour at
cheap cost for the sake of competition. Their rock bottom
prices indeed give them a competitive edge and often their
greater turnover mare than compensatss for their lower profit
margin. Before the significant invasion by the recent
immigrant hawkers in the Kiwun Tong area since 1980, the
resident hawkers used to enjoy a higher profit margin aof 3I0%
and more. Now they have to content themselves with a lower
profit margin to keep up with the caompetition. As a result
af the greater competition due tao the greater number o4
street hauwkers operating in the market, there is a steady
decline of profit margin among the street hawkers. This is
not entirely a bad thing as the overall lower commadity
prices in the Shui Wo St. market area attracts more shoppers
from the other districts autside Kwun Tong so that the
greater sales volume often more than make up for the lpwer
mark up. .

Anyone who is not a known 1ong time HK resident and who
sells too cheaply is likely to be regarded as a ’recent
immigrant? regardless of his legal residence status. This isg
especially sa i+ the person in guestion has his immediate
family and other social ties in China and not in HK. Those
wha are closely attached to other recent immigrant hawkers
are also espcially susceptible. One of the unlicenced fruit
hawkers in the Shui Wo St. market area was hicknamed "Crazy

Chan" after his practice of selling at rock bottom prices
which any self-respecting business minded iocal resident
hawker will not do. He is called “crazy" for 2 reasons:

first, he had a major brain operation in 1980 which resulted
in the folding of his grocery store business to finance the
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aperation. He then became a hawker. He likes to remind
people of his neurolaogical impairwment and tends to attribute
all criticism of himself and his street trading practice to
his *“brain praoblem” as he puts it. Secondly, he conducts his
business like a recent immigrant hawker despite the fact that
he has been a resident of Hong Kong for well over 15 years.
He has a wife and three children in Hong Kong.

It is widely accepted in the market by the street
vendors and shoppers alike that there is a tendency among the
recent immigrant hawkers to conduct their trading activities
in a less oarganized and orderly manner. In the vegetable
trade especially, it is rather easy to spolt the recent

“immigrant vegetable hawkers from their resident counterparts,

The 1bocal resident vegetable hawbkers usuvally conduct their
business in a more organized manner. Their goods are nicely
displaved on bamboo trays supportsed by wooden structures
fchicken cages being the most common) or specially ordered
metal stands which can be collasped when not in use. The
vegetable are washed and trimmed before they are put on
displawv. In contrast, many recent immigrant vegetable
hawkers do away with the labour intensive ’'beautifying’
chores in their business. They spread a ground sheet on the
spot, dump out their vegetable directly from the containers
they come in and leave it up to the customers to sort out how
much they want and to deo the trimming and washing themselves

at home. To make up for their savings in labour, the recent
immigrant vegetable hawkers charge about 35S0% to 100% less
than their local resident counterparts. Many shoppers are

attracted to the cheaper prices, .

Not all the recent immigrant vegetable hawkers are ’ground
stall’ aperators( j&lﬁg Y. Some of them follow very closely
the practice of their resident counterparts in washing,
trimming, and nicely displaying their goods for sale. Such
labour intensive chores call for the utilization of much
manpower which is needed non-stop throughout the trading

 peripod because the displayed goods wmust be replenished as

soon as they are picked up by customers. For many of the
recent immigrant hawkers whose family is in China, or whose
wife is tied down with one ar more small children, their lane
lakour : is barely sufficent to meet with tLhe demands of
handling the transactians, never mind anything else. To save
even more manpower, many recent immigrant vegetable hawkers
who work alone sell their vegetable by the lot and not by
weight, thus saving the work of weighing out the individual
parcel faor each customer. :

On the ather hahd, most local resident vegetable hawkers
do not have the problem af labour shartage. Most resident
vegetable hawking units are family based operations where as
mahy as 10 people can be working together in a single hawking
enterprise which usually is spread out into several retailing
gutlets nearby together (Smart, 1983a). I know of one such
family which has been in the vegetable vending business +or
almast 20 yéaré on Shui Wo 5t. There are eight children in
the family and all of them except a married daughter help out
in the family blsineas under the supervision of the father.
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Two of the daughters and one son work full-time in the family
business s the rest help out part-time due to committment in schouol or
as in the case of the oldest son due to his wagse employment in an
advertising company. Those recent immigrant vegetable hawksrs who can
afford the manpower to do the labour intensive chores of washing and
trimming ard display arranging are either working as a familvy-based
unit  involving husband and wife and/or children or as a joint venture
between 2 or more peaple so that a division of labour is possible tg
handle the various demand for manpawer in the busineus.

Ore distinctive characteristic about thez recent immigrant hawikers
is their accent. Some of them didn’t speak any Cantonese when they
first arrived in Hang Kong. Their Cantonese is thus heavily flavoured
with the acrcent of their native dialect. For those who do use
Cantonese while they were in China, their Cantonese still bears many
differences <$rom the Hong Kong version in accent and in use of idioms,
Even among local born Hong Kong residents, there are slight linguistic
differences between the urhan residents and the rative rural residents
in the Mew Territories in their use of the Cantonese dialect. The
recent immigrants hawkers in the Shui Wo St, naerket area are
predominantly either Chiu Chow or Hoi Lok Furng. They speak different
dialects but which ars mutually comprehensible. Among themselves
their native dialect becomes the major means of comnunication.

It is extremely difficult +to estimate the number of récent
immigrant hawkers working in the market aresa. Befare May 1979, there
was a ’touch base’ policy in which all illegal immigrants from China
who managed to get into town were accorded the right of abode by
virtue of their sheer luck or hard work, But that touch-base policy
was scrapped when the gavernment realized mare drastic measures other
than the deplovment of the army must be utilized to put some kind of
effective control over the prablem of illegal immigration from China
(Geddes, 1982). The large influx of illegal immigrants from China over
the vears since 1949 has besn the single most significant factor in
the population growth due to the influx ot illegal immigrants. After
1280, illegal immigrants apprehended within Hong Kong territory are
returned to China, regardless of whether they ever made it to the
urban area or not. Those who managed to hide from the authorities
would no  longer be redognized & bona fide residents of Hong Kong nor
be given a Hk identity card which later became a crucial piece of
document for proving one's legal residence status in Hong Kong as well
as for getting wage employment.

In 1981 it was made mandatory for all HK citizens to carry their

ID at all times,. Employers can be charged for hiring illegal
immigrants. Police conduct regular spot checks to flush out illegal
immigrants who came toc HK after 1220. The offence of not carrying
one’s HK ID carries a maximum <fine of HK%1000. Those Chiness

immigrants who came to HK through legal procedures after May 1279 are
given a HK ID bearing a code letter 'H’ signifying their legal status
as recent immigrants in Hk, That particular code letter 'H® has
become the one most important means of differentiating those recent
immigrants whaose residence in Hong Kong began in 1979 or later from
the other residents of Hong Korng. '

After checking out twe thousand arrest rascords in the Kwun
Tong (KT} district between 1980 and 1931. it was found that less than
20% of the arrested street hawkers are holders of a HE ID tearing a
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code letter *H? . In other words, less than 20% of the arrested
hawkers have arrived in Hang Kong since 1979 (see Table.l).

Jable.1. Distribution - of  arrested
hawkers holding a HK identity card bearing a
cade letter H’ signifying their residence
in HK since May 1272, Kwun Tong district,
1281-24.

Date N %

Oct. 1984 727 13

‘Apr. 1924 350 19

Oct. 19383 274 22

Apr. 1283 240 1z

Oct. 19382 @B 146

Apr.i9e2 77 16

Oct.1921 7é 14

Apr.1981 80 20

N= Nao. of arrest records sxaminhed.
%= Percentage of N holding a HK ID with
a code letter *H'.

Since there is no means to differentiate those Chinese immigrants
who came to HK before 1979, there is simply no reliable means to
estimate what proportion o©of the hawking population in KT or any
particular trading area is made up of immigrants of various lengths of
residence in HK. There is no doubt the participation of recent
immigrants who have lived in HK for 7 years or less in street hawking
is significantly higher than that indicated in Table.l.

The Urban Services Dept. estimated there were 1477 illegal street
hawkers in the KT town and industrial centre in 1983, Roughly 22% ar
390 of them ars recent immigrants who came to HK after 1979. Most of
the recent immigrant hawkers . are vyounhg males from the Guangdong
province. In the Shui Wo St. market area most of these recent,
immigrant hawkers belohg to the under-30-year-old group, they tend to
participate heavily in the fruit, vegetable and +ish vending trades.
Mozt of them are of Chiu Chow Lﬁﬁ}? Y or Hoi Luk Fung
porigin. The domination  of these particular ethnic groups f? street
hawlking 1is not a local phenomenon of KT as attested by the remark one
vegetable hawker made to the effect that he could always secure
himself & niche in  another market area outside {T because there is
always other Hoi Luk Fung people in the vegetable vending trade
elsewhere. Kwun Tong seems to have a largsr share of the Chiu Chow
and Hoi Luk Fung street hawkers in comparison to other districts. The
arrest records +for the month Oct,. 1984 shows that 35% of all arrested
hawkers in KT are either Chiu Chow or Hoi Luk Fung. The +igure for
the Shamshuipo district for the same period indicates only 21% of the
arrested hawkers in that district are Chiu Chow or Hoi Luak Fung.

In the market place these prndnmlnatl} young recent immigrant
hawkers are nicknamed ‘cousin? %f - son aof a maternal uncle of
. aunt, or the son of father’s sisters) after the fact that most peopls
in HK have some relatives in China. The nickname ’‘cousin’® really
means ‘cousin  in China’, it is a euphemism used to emphasize the
insider-outsider/host-stranger division betwesen the spgéker and the
persaon spoken to. Another common nickname is 'Ah Chan’ (ﬁE Z ). The
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name *Ah Chan? carries the derogatory connotatiaon that the
persan is unsophisticated. Unlike the first rnickname vihich
is specifically applied to recent immigrants, the latter
nickname can be used +or the local HK residents as well.
Interestingly these nicknames only apply to the male recent
immigrants. The relatively small number. of temales among the
recent immigrants probably has something to do with the lack
of linguistic hostility towards them. In the market area the
female vendors are outnumbered by the males in the ratio
1:2. Amang  the existing female hawkers in the Shui Wo 5t.
market area, only a +fraction of them are recent immigrants
and these are either attached to their husbands whko are
street bhawkers . or to their parents who are in the hrawking
trade.

B. Social interaction among the recent immigrant havkers,

Social interaction among the recent immigrant hawkers is
heavily structured around the ethnic ties by place of origin.
People who_ share a common Place of origin are knawn as 'tong
heung’ t le ). This identity by place o0+ oarigin has
central importance among the recent immigrants in gaining
access to varinus  respurces including housing, employment,
tredits, protectian and even marriage.

There is a tendency among the recent immigrant hawkers
to form clesely knit social aroups. They usually work in
close proximity to each Oother s0 -that the market area is
interspersed with pockets of recent immigrant hawkers grouped
together by commodities. Their geographical closenesss is
cften reinforced by their sharing of a common place aof arigin
or in sSome cases by kin ties, both biplogical and tictive.
In most cases a new recent immigrant hawker is introduced
inte the market network thirough the help of an existing
hawker who is usually a fellow *tang heung’® who may have
worked and lived in Hong Kong for many ¥ears. Spatial
positions are a valuable means of production among the street
hawkers and it is next to impossible to secure a favourable
spatial position within the market without the assistance af
existing hawkers or the interference of triad elements, The
introduction 1into the market nztwork by a fellow 'tong heung’
hawker is a hecessary step in gaining access to a spatial
pesitian, knowledge cancerning the socurce of commodities,
pricing practices, sales tactics and other social rules in
the market area hecessary in the making af a viable street
hawking operation. Once a recent immigrant hawker gets
established within . the market area, he in turn will bring in
Dther fellaw recent immigrants from the same place of origin
inta the market network and help them set up a place of work
near his own spatial position.

Their social interaction often extends bevond the market
place, groups of vyoung recent immigrants are sesen going out
together to the movies or to the billiard hall and video
arcade, Gambling and praostitution are indulgences which many
Young male recent immigrants regard as a necessary ‘rite de
passage’ in their transformation  from being the deprived
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Chinese citizens in China ta the free and indulgent Hong Kang
citizens having unlimited -access to all material goods and
decadence. Several young recent immigrant hawkers I talked
to agree that one of their doals atter their arrival in Hong
Kohg is to try out the various aspects of the ’good life' in
this highly materialistic and decadent society. They will
work a +few days and then take a day or two off until they
spend all their itcomes. They are fully committed to the
ideolagy of living for the day.

But not all recent immigrant hawkers take that attitude
tawards their work and life in Hong Kong. Mary of them have
parents or wife and children in China who depend on their

‘ remittances for their livelihood. They may be geographically
' away +from China, but their social ties are still contained in
their home wvillage in China. Hong Kong offers them a source
of income in a scale they could hardly even dream 0f in
China, vet many of these recent immigrant hawkers and other
Chinese iwmmigrants in general rarely have the opportunity or
incentive to enjoy their access to the “good life’ in Horg
Kong which they were deprived of while in China and which is
often given as one of their reasons for their desire to came
toc Hong Kong at the cost of leaving their family and social
bas=s behind. There is a fruit hawker who came to Hong Kong
in 1989 and had worked at various jobs in wage employment
until he becams a banana vendor about 7 years ago after an
industrial! accident which took 4 fingers off his right hand.
His normal working day begins in the morning arocund 7 or 8
A. M. He +first goes to the fruit wholesale market to order
‘ his stocks for the day, then he takes his Chinese breakfast
) Yum Cha befor he begins setting up around 11 a.m. By 7 p.m.
on a good day he will have sold all his bananas and he will
| be home around & p.m. Or earlier, being %200 richer or more
after putting in a full days’s work. On a slow day he may
not be able to go home until 8 or even 2 p.m. He shares a
| squatter hut with S5 or 6 others who also come from his home
' village., He works everyday of the week unless the weather is
\
|
|

teco bad or if he falls sick or at certain holidays like the
Chines® New Year day. He visits his wife and three children
in China regularly. His place of work and residence may be
in Hong Kong, but it is China that forms his locus ot social
affinity. Another more recent immigrant who came to Hong

Kong in 1920 has a job as a waiter in a restaurant. His days
begin at &6 a.m. and end at 11 p.m. with a break of several
hours in the afternoon during which he takes the opportunity
to go home to take a nap. He has a bunk bed space in -a large
| room which he shares with 5 other people all from his home
| village. He receives 3 meals a day free of charge at the
restaurant and a monthly salary of HK $1,600. He doesn’t get
his 4 days off per month according to the labor laws, and
when he does get a day - off it is spent sleeping off his
accumulated +fatigue over the weeks and years of hard worlk.
His wife and children live in China. He sends money home
regularly. He takes every opportunity to see them which is
not often. Like most other recent immigrants I have talked
to, he complains about the terrible living conditions in Hong

- o
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Kong for the poar and the many social patholagies which are
rare in China. Many recent immigrants in Hong Kong share a
similar dilemma of selling their hard and often cheap labour
in Hong HKong withbut the opportunity to enjoy the various
social and cultural benefits. Their emaotional and financial
attachment to China remains strong as long as their family is
separated from  them. They are dislaocated persons without a
social base in Hong Kaong. ,

In general most of the younger recent immigrants are
relatively free of family ties in China other than their
tilial piety to their living parents who remain in the home
village. These young recent immigrants form their owh social
groups mostly made up of other recent ‘immigrants who share a
common place of arigin., Their interaction with the local
residents of Hong Kong is rather limited and rarely carried
beyond their place of work. Partly due to this
self-segregation and partly due to  the general prejudice
against recent immigrants amang the Hong Kong public, it is
very difficult for the recent immigrants from China to find a
spouse among their local resident counterparts. Marny
marriages are concluded between recent immigrants who already
knhew each other while they  were in China. Their social
dislocation in Hong Kong no doubt contributes to their
tendency to seek out each other.: Many of the recent
immigrants, and even some long time or Hong Korng born
residents, look to China for a spouse. Many such marriages
are arranged through the help of a relative or friend in

China. Often the bride remains in China awaiting the
periodic visit from the husband and his regular remittances.
Children born of such marriage stay with the mother.

Normally the husband in such marriage arrangement will try to
apply for his wife and children’s right of residence in Hong
Kong. But for various reasons such as housing shortage and
high cost of living among others, somes husbands prefer ta
leave their family behind in China.

Many of the recent immigrant hawkers who have their
family in Hong KDng.find'it difficult to cops with the high
cast of living by keeping a wage employment. The wage scale
for unskilled 1labour in the industrial sector is rarely over
HK$2,000 a maonth. Thus strest trading becomes an attractive
alternative because opf its comparatively higher income level
and its utilizatiaon of otherwise unproductive family labour.,
Many children o0f recent immigrant parents in the streest
hawking trade are kept away from school in order to help out

in the family economic undertaking. Legsally it is a
violation to keep one’s children from school before they turn
14 or before they finish primary school which is free. In

same cases the immediate economic concern of the family
overrides the legal consequences and takes precedence to the
children’s right to formal education.
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I1I. Social interaction bétwegﬂ recent immigggg; hawﬁgggf

haw and
resident hawkers.
A, Alliance between fellow Strest hawkers ih reaction to

ggvernment policy in hawking control. :
A visitor tc Hong Kong who happens to be caught in the ] {
middle of a raiding of the illegal street hawkers by the
General Duties Team { GDT) of the Urban Services Department
(USD) will be shocked by the para-military +flavour ot the
exercise. He will see one or two orange trucks approach the
proximity of the hawking agglomeration and out pour 20 some
add blue uniformed persconnels who swiftly and silently block
the major exits in the area. As suddenly and swiftly as the
\
|

approach of the GDT, the street hawkers® attempt to disappear
befaore the closing in of the GDT is performed with an
accentusted Fferocity that conjures images of the choas and
confusions expected in the event of an sarthguake or bomb
shelling. The running hawkers cry out aloud to warn others
af zhai guai® (3F )- meaning running from the ghost- or
running Ffrom the auvuthorities. Wheeled hawking carts f1y down
the streest oblivipus of the satety of innocent passerbys and
fleeing hawblers alike. Overloaded carts spill their contents
and litter the  street with oranges and apples, boiling soup
and ©oil, fish balls, cooking and eating utensils, dead or
live +Fish among others. It is a wiracle there hasn’t been a
case involving the escape of live snakes in the winter time

during one of these daily raids of the market area.
The slowest in the exodus ar thase who happen to run the
wrong way into the approaching GDT are stopped. it is not

uncomman thatan apprehended hawher will try to farce his wag
‘ out. It is survival of the fastest and a daily ritual mos

| street hawkers have learned to perform with perfection. Any Lﬂuﬁ¢7kf'%xl
illegal strest hawker who hasn’t mastered the art of *zhai pﬂaz;gﬁm
guai’ isn’t likely to remain a street hawker for too long. F%V/””jwwﬁ
The <fine for an offense of obstruction is HK$100, that for an ¢bu»ﬁw~éf '
offense of hawking without a licence is HKS250. Sometimes an mvfyﬁ/&¢
arrested hawker may lose his entire stock and hawking
paraphernalia due to confiscation. The loss may amount to as

ruch as several thousand dollars or the entire investment

|

' will order the return of goods and hawking paraphernalia to /‘ﬂﬁ
A <

|

capital for some. Mare often than not the presiding judge

the arrested hawkers. While this humanistic tendency among %}jww°

most judges and magistrates pleases the strest hawkers, it is wiﬁpwa

a source of frustration to most USD officials who regard such . -
leniencw in court as a major Ffactor undermining the #Qmm js
efficiency 1in their attempts at controlling the illegal Tmb'“
street trading activities. f“é'

‘ Due to the great potential monetary loss upon arrest,
not to mentioh the loss in working time due to the charging
procedures at the police station, illegal street hawkers try
to avoid at all cost the GDT or the Nusiance Squad of the
police which is a special unit assigned to hawking control.
Their commahn plight vis-~a-vis the government policy of
restricting hawking licence issuing while at the same time
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intensifying the raidings of tt?/gajor hawking agglomerations
has a unifying esffect among / the illegal street hawlkers.
Information sharing becomes 8 hecessary condition for
survival. The movement of the GDT is of central interest to
them. Strategic look outs are positioned in the pheriphery
of the hawking agglomeration to warn the vworking street
hawkers of the approaching GDT. In some areas this kind of
lock out arrangment is an organized effaort manrned by the
triads and <financed By the street hawkers, in other areas
like Shui Wo St. such organized spy networks are absent. One
hawking urit I am familiar with consists ot 4-5 working
members. Around 8:30 a.m. one of the working members is sent
to, post a look out at the GDT depot 2 bloclks aWay to spy upon
their movements, Before the GDT and the transportation
vehicle leave the depot, the 'spy? will have already returned
to his base tao report his tfindings " and to alert his
neighbours of the possible imminent arrival of the
enforcement agents. Information sharing concernring the
movement of the entorcement agents becomes g way of life
among them. In any case it is impossible for one hawking unit
to run off without alerting the nearby hawking opsrations.
Your neighbours may be your business rival in the +tight for
more and better working space, but they are also prople to
keep a reasonab]y good relaicnship with since mutual aid is
very much a necessary surwvival condition in the markst area.

Street hauwkers will stand together to pressufrs the GDT
inte moderating their stand against an arrested haiker. If a
GDT member attempts to canfiscate the hawling paraphernalia
of an arrested hawlker, he will be booed and hootsd Ly the
watching street hawkers in support af the arrssted hawher’s
protest at such ‘unreasobales’ treatmant., There ars often
threats of vengence from sympathising onlookers coupled with
advice from well meaning mediators who will sugges=t a mowve to
take one step back by both parties in order to resoive the
confrontation. There is alwavys a large crowd of anlookers at
any arrest most of whom are street hawkers i the same
hawking agglom=sration. It has been known for suck cronds Lo
get violent, The GDT members I have interviewsd alil eApress
toncern for their personal satety in such a situation ina the
course of their duty where they are greatly outrumbered ty
the street hawkers who see themselves as the oppressed while
the GDT are seen as the oppressor.

State intervention in the strest hawking activities has
been the single most important factor in bringing the illzgal
street hawkers inte s temporary but intense collective Wity
vis-a-vis the daily prosecutions exercised in the foarm of
market raidings,

B. Alliance between recent immigrant hawkscs and

Many of the recent immigrant hawkers in the Shui Wo
Street market area are introduced into the market network by
established existing street hawkers or shopkeepers, This
introduction is moé&ly mediated by biclogical kin ties ar
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fictive kin ties by virtue of their sharing of a common place
of origin. For many of the newcomers into the street hawhking
trade, their place of work is less determined by its
proximity to  their place of residence or a sound economic
decision than by their social ties with a patran in the same
place of work. This atffiliation is a most valuable resource
in gaining access to a more favourable spatial position than
otherwise available to a newcomer who is expected to take up
spatial! positions either at the periphery ot the market place
or those that nobody else wants. A good location aof work is
central in the making of a profitable and viable street
hawking operation.

. The nature of the alliance between the recent immigrant
hawker and his patron varies depending ot the particular
relations of production between them. In most cases it is an
alliance built upan general reciprocity. In some cases it is
based upon business partnership which iz actually a form of

disguised emplovment. The patron provides the investment
capital, the necessary hawking paraphernalia and the spatial
positien for operatian. The recent immigrant hawker splits

the profit from his hawking endeavour with his patron egually
or at some previously agreed upon rate. There is hardly any
economic atuoromy for the recent immigrant partner, he is a
wage employes who gets paid by pisce work. There is yet
another form of alliance which is based upon a strictly

employer-employee relationship. It is unlikely that a hired
hand in a hawking unit will remain sconomically subordinated
far long. Once he or she learns the ins and outs of the

hawking trade, he or she will usually break into the market
independently.

These lines of alliance hold as long as there is  little
conflict in their economic interest between patron  and
client. In the market placs whesrs competition for customers,
marking space, and right to ather limited resources is such &
prevalent way of life among the street hawkers, it is not
surprising that these lines of alliance dissolve and resume
according to the tide ot self-interest.

C. Causes of Conflict.

Economic competition breeds antagonism and this is just
as true for the resident hawkers as for the recent immigrant
hawkers. The recent immigrant hawkers, in the course of
their participatian in the market area, often involve
themselves in direct confrontation with the existing resident
havukers in their competition. for spatial positions and
customers. Such  issues of competition have always been and
still are the single most prevailing cause of mutual
hostility between the established resident hawksrs. But due
to their 1long vears of association in the same market area,
many hon-economic social relations become established between
them and strongly underplay their antagonistic stand
vis-a-vis each other in their sconowmic competition. Their
lohg vears of association also gives them a chance to iron
out their territorial disputes and other conflicts. Their



-

13

interactions are structured by a set of social rules that

spell out the criteria +for the allocation of spatial
positians and certaih unspoken but observed guidelines
concerning price rivalry. Newcomers into the market often

deviate +from these existing social norm either because they
are ignorant of the established social rules or because they
find them to be too restrictive in their profit making.
Those rescent immigrant hawkers who are introduced into the
market netwark by other established hawkers or shoplkeepers in
the area are ususally knowledgable of some of these social
rules in the market area become they became a street hawker
there, and thus their incidents of direct confrontation with
the resident hawkers are rare. I+ they do break some of the
rules they are forgiven as a token of 'face’ to their patron.
On the other hand those recent immigrant hawkers who break
into the market network without a patran are more likely to
engage in direct confrontation with the existing street
hawkers due to  their ignorance of the accepted social rules
or their reluctance to follow themn.

The dispute over territarial rights constitutes the
single mest predominant cause of contlict between street
hawkers. The value af a spatial position in the market area
is determined by its proximity to shopper traffic and a route
of escape from. the GDT ar police as well as a favourable
working environment. In essence a good spatial position is
one that is viable and profitable giving everything else
being eqgual. The same operation may be a ravirng success in
ohe lacation but a total failure i+ it is relocated
elsewhere, In general, spatial positions at the periphnery of
the market area are less favourable due to their geographical
distance +from the nucleus of acitvities. But theve is always
the exception to the rules. Commodity grouping can turn an
otherwise untavourable location into a major attraction. On
Shui Wo 3t. the desirability of a spatial position is
geherally measured by its proximity to the bazaar lncated at
the intersectin of Shui Wo St. and Fu Yan 3St. Fruit,
vegetable and +fish street stalls are clustered arcund the
bazaar. The end of Shui Wo St. away from the bazaar becomes
& nho-man’s land for fruit, vegetable or fish hawkers. But
this far end of the Shui Wo St. houses a pocket of garument
vendors who bonly operate in the morning and some af them only
come here once or maybe twice a week as part of their caravan
route. It is the only garment vending section in the whaole
hawking agglomeration onh Shui Wo St. and it is very popular.
But a wvegetable vendor will have a hard time in the same
location since most housewives will prefer to shop in the
vegetable section o©of the market where the price competition
is keen and the commodity range is greater.

Narmally a newcamer in the street hawking trade will rnot
be able to do better than getting a spatial position at the
periphery or the market area of the periphery of the
particular commodity group he belongs. All the best
locations of operation are already occupied by =existing
hawkers and if one does become available it is allocated
according to the rule of seniority among the existing
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hawkers. Mewcomers are ranked at the bottom in this system
of seniority while those first street vendors in the market
are ranked at the top having priority in their access to such
prime apatial  positions when they become available. It wiil
be many vears before a recent immigrant hawker can secure
himself a prime spatial position according to this normative

model of spatial allocatian. Many newcomers are reludctant
to wait this long. Like sverybody else, money making is the
major concern amang the recent immigrant havikers who

ronstitute the majority of the newcomers in the market area.

Spatial displacement of an eﬁisting fiawker is the only way to
bypass this normative model of spatial allocation. Or if
they are reluctant to attempt a spatial displacement, then
they try to out-compete their resident counterparts by
pricing down their commodities. Meither strategy endears
them to the existing hawkers in  the market area. Both
strategies entail vioclation of the social rules and narms in

the market area. And cgach strategy is literally a
declaration of war to the particular street hawker(s)
concerned.

The violatian of territorial rrights is usually

encraachment upon the spatial position of an existing hawker
rather than outright displacement. The sncroachment process
is usually gradual. A tray of vegetable will guietly slip a
+ew inches over to the neighbour’s stall space and after a
few davs anather tray makes its way Gver the
({invisible) fence. One day the neighbour will find part of
his stall space overtaken by his aggressive neighbour and he
has to either assert his territorial rights or to loss it for
good. Verbal warning will be issued which is normally met
with courterargument about the aggressor’s right to the space
on the basis that he has ALWAYS used that very same space for
his own hawking operation. The next stage in this drama of
territorial defense and attempt at displacement is a show of
force. Whosver has the greatest support in the market place
kv & show of manpower and force wins. The impoartance of
building up a social base in ths market area is nowhere
better  illustrated than in an incident of territorial
dispute. b hawker without a social base in his place of work
is 1like a soldier without weapons. He has no support behind
him and he is most vulnerable to external pressures.

While the threat to deploy physical viclence to settle
disputes in the market area is a necessary stage in the
settlement process, the actual administration of physical
vialence is rare though not unhzard of. The avoidancs of the
use of force has little to do with the basic goodness of
human nature or the lack of willingness to engage in a bloody
battle by one’s supporters, rather it is avecidance in
assoication with the strest hawkers® aversion to attracting
the unnecessary attention of the police and the GDT. It is
common practice to step up surveillance of a markelt area
after a fight is reported. The intensified preserice of the
enforcement agents creates much inconvenience for all street
hawkers whao work in the area.  For one thing they will have
to *zhai guai’ every time the GDT or police shows up. It is
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bad for business. And if you are unlucky enough to be ore of
the central actors in the fight which calls upon the
attention of the police, then you are looked wpon very
unfavourably by your fellow street hawkers who resent you for
the trouble your bring them. It creates a very strong social
pressure to keep down physical vioclence in the market area.

For the established resident hawkers, their long working
experience in the area alsa brings them a solid support base
among fellow street hawkers and shopkespers. But for a
recent immigrant hawker ar any newcomer to the market area,
such a resource is often outside their range of
accessibility, Many recent immigrant hawkers try to correct
this deficiency by cultivating lines of alliance with their
fellaw recent immigrant hawkers. Most of these alliance
groups are based on ethnic identity of identity by pilace of
origin ( |& 5@5 Y. Others who either lack a existing social
base in the market or who need more support than what is
available will have to resort to the use of Triad
intervention which can be had for a fes or a membership. The
use of public space is by definition accessable to all who
wants it. Therefore the concept of spatial monopoly among
the strest hawkers is contrary to the formal legal rules.
The territorial disputes between street hawkers is  thus
outside the realm of the formal legal system. State
intervention or regulation in the allocation of spatial
positioning as well as in the regulation of territorial
rights among the illegal street hawkers is non-existant.
Wherever state regulation is ineffective the Triad takes over
the task of administrating ’law and order’ in line wih their
owh self-interet. They are the informal law enforcement
agents (Smart, 1983b).

Those newcomers who lack the resources to obtain a more
favourable spatial position through patranage or encroachment
will have to content themselves with a place at the periphery
of the . market area. Ta make up For their spatial
disadvantage, they offer their commodities at wvery 1low
prices. When most vegetable street hawkers are charging $2
or more fpr & cattylcf Chinese turnip, these disadvantaged
newcomers may charge only %1 a catty. Their cut throat
prices are very effective in attracting customers but at the
same time they also attract the resentment o0f the other
hawkers who have to depress their mark ups in order to remain
competitive. Most of these disadvantaged newcomers are
recent immigrants who work alone. In the Shui Wo St. market
area most of them are vegetable verdors who work in the open
area behind the bazaar or in the stretch of Shui Wo 5t.
further away from the bazaar. They are mostly ground stall
operators who display their commodities on a ground sheet
with 1little organization and arrangement. Their increasing
presence in the market area have definite effects in
depressing the prices of cammodities.
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IV. Conclusion .

I have attempted so far to show but part of the wide
spectrum of social interactions between the recent immigrant
hawkers and the resident hawkers. I have hardly done enough
to illustrate the varicus aspects of the social interactions
among the recent immigrant hawkers and amohg the local
resident hawkers respectively. This obvious omission is
partly due to the lack of space and partly due to the lack of
time to oagrganize my Ffield data at this stage of my field
research. Those who are interested to find out more about
the street hawkers in Hong Kong will have to wait another
vear when my thesis is finished.

I hope my data have succeeded so far to convince the
reader of the complexity in the social relations between the
street hawbkers in the market area. This complexity revolves
around two central issues in the organization of the strest
hawking activities- namely mutual aid and econamic
competition. These two seemingly opposing entities are
bridged by the aoverwhelming concern among the street hawkers
for their perscnal sconomic well-being. On the one hand they
have tao establish a network of social contacts in the market
area which can be called upon to support them in their
territorial defense, to assist them in their cat-and-mouse
game with the GDT and police, to loan them the credits they
heed, to lock after their stalls while they are at lunch, to
offer them a place to store their stocks and hawking
paraphernalia at non-working hours, to exchange information
and many others. A successful strest hawker always builds
around himself a solid social base in the market area. It
is erronenus to believe that the resident hawkers only
include other resident hawers in his social network. As a
matter of fact there is & lot of spcial exchange betwesn
recent immigrant and resident hawkers in the market area.
The overriding importance of consolidating one’s support base
crosses the boundary of business rivalry and overlooks the
ntherwise tense and uneasy co-existence between the recent
immigrant and resident hawkers.

On the  other hand economic rivalry is & consumming
passion ‘among the street hawkers who are always competing for
more customers and larger and better working space. The
increasing presence of the recent immigrant hawkers in the
market area intensifies the economic competition. It gives
the resident hawkers a cause to harbour resentment towards
the recent immigrant hawkers who bring about a depression of
profit margin in commadity prices and a greater competition

for customers. At the same time the recent immigrant hawkers
harbaour certain resentment towards the resident hawkers who
are said to be overly selfish and inconsiderate in

monopolizing the access to prime locations so that the
hewcomers have to work double as hard to get by at the less
favourable sites of operation. .

The level of hostility between the recent immigrant and
resident hawkers no doubt is mwmoderated somewhat by the
pressure exerted by external factors such as government
intervention in street hawking activities which call for the
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need to organize some form of collective mutual aid network,
no matter how brief and temporary, to protect their economic
interest.

Both alliance and rivalry are powered largely by
self-interest among the illegal street hawkers. The balance
between these two opposing tendencies is determined by the
nature of the internal dynamics within the market area as
well as the nature of external intervening factors which bear
a direct effect upon the economic well-being of the market
place.
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