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By OWEN HUGHES

ARTS groups are angry that
a newly-revamped Council
for the Performing Arts
(CPA) grants scheme that

private sector money to put
on events is “fundamentally

flawed”.

Although individual
ants have doubled in size
to $100,000, they claim the
money can only be used to
publicise a sponsor and not
to improve the quality of a

production.

They are unhappy that
groups can only apply for a
grant if they do not have a
deficit for their production
budget.

Mr Jef ey Ho Wai-lung,
artisticAnd administrative
diregfor of a Wan Chai-
basetl theatre said while the

matches government and.

CPA meant welf] the new
grant framework betrayed a:

" lack of understanding abou_t

how arts groups operate.
“They think this w1li
work to attract more spon-:
sors to give more money td-
the arts. But the CPA is giv-
ing money not for an event’§’
artistic merit but for publicié‘-'

AN
SN

ty for businessmen — thereis"'

no beneflt to the pro—
duction.”

The matching grant,
scheme replaces a trial on¢
introduced last year, CPA
vice-chairman and Wharf’
chairman Mr Peter Wob
Kwong-ching said the re-
vised scheme, based on sug-
gestions from the “arts and
business communities™
placed “greater emp.
the benefits to the bu
sponsors™.
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