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BAR and restaurant owners
are hopeful that an c¢nd to
the costly quagmire of

i Hongkong’s licensing sys-
tem is in sight.

The South China Morn-
ing Post revealed yesterday
that Urban and Regional
Services officials are be-
lieved to back mcasures 1o
speed up the process.

The most popular pro-
posal is a one-stop-shop
which will effectively form a
central vetting pancl and a
joint inspection group from
the threc bodies which ap-
prove applications — Firc
Services, Buildings and
Lands, and Urban or Re-
gional Services.

The manager of the
American Pie restaurant in
Lan Kwai Fong, Julic
Alsheimer, said: *“1 definite-
ly support proposals to

. speed up the process.

“We opened in Septem-
ber 1991 and we are still
waiting. We have the ap-
proval, we arc just waiting
for the paperwork.

It is difficult to run a

-

business and to operate un-
der these conditions and 1
know that other restaurants
have had similar problems.
At the moment 1 would ad-
vise newcomers to try to
find an alrcady established

restaurant with its licences L

intact.”

Ms Alshcimer said the
main problem came from °
inspectors pointing out just |
one problem at a time rather
than handling them all to-
gether.

A group of 17 proprictors
formed the Restaurant and
Licenscd Premiscs Associa-
tion (RALPA) in March to
lobby for changes to the li-
censing system. '

RALPA spokesman Ted
Thomas said: “This is cxact-
ly the direction we want 10
go in and if we sce the Gov- .
ernment is working with us
we arc more than happy to
work with them,

“The two things we
would like to sce first are the
one-stop-shop and provi-
sional licences while the ap-
plication is being processgd, |
and we feel they can run'¥
tandem 1o help strcamlind
the system.”




