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§4.5m to cope
with char{ge in
New Territories

By Wilson Wong

ABOUT $4.5 billion will be

sgent over the next 10
ysars to cope with rapid
%évelopment in. the New
erritories.

{The Government is
studying the problem as
Imany areas in the north-
efn and western New

erritories are under vig- -

orous redevelopment with-

ofit adequate’ sewage,

roadworks .'and anti-
oding measures.

LA working group on ru- .

ral. planning and impro-

wiftent strategy has been
t up in.the Lands and
orks Brarich, headed by
deputy secretary, Miss
hristine Chow.

i It is to draw up a devel-

Qpment programme for ru-

‘z,‘qal areas.

§ A special feature of the
ogramme is that consul-

gtions will start from the
ttom and go to the top —
I' districts will be asked

for their views on major
ojects in their areas.

¥ The consultations are

gkpected to be completed

next year.

i The group will then
mpile final recommen:

%tions for Government
proval. ‘

¥ “It’s understood that dif:

- ferent districts have differ-

t needs, so it is better to,
hear what individual areas

want -before drawing up

the programme,” said a
senior official.

‘The group will use a
long-range forecast system
similar to that devised by
the Finance Branch for big
developments.

“It is expected the pro-
gramme will be drawn up
next year and the Terri-
tory Development Depart-
ment will implement the
projects set down,” the of.
ficial said.

The group will be re-
sponsible for the drawing
up of the major items in
the programme while proj-
ect managers will carry
out the construction.

Officials estimate that
about $4.5 billion will be
required for the scheme,

-which they say is not re.

garded as much when
spread over a long period.

The projects will include
flood protection systems
and road networks to im-
brove communication be-
tween districts, according
to the official. -

“The project managers
will be given the job of co-
ordinating the works
among different depart-
ments.”

The group may be re-
quired to keep on monitor-
ing the scheme after they
hand in their recommen.
dations, but no decision
has been made on this yet.
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