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In’s place is

in her homes

BY QUINTON CHAN

THE sleepy village of Yeung
Siu Hang doesn’t look like
the kind of place where de-
cades of tradition are under

" fire,

Although it nestles behind
the concrete jungle of Tuen

Moun, the village, with fewer '

than a hundred houses, seems
to have been bypassed the
march of progress.

But if Mrs Tsang Wan-ho

has her way, the law which .

Prevents her from getting
what she thinks is rightfully
hers will soon be blown away.

After years of fighting —
often physically — with ene-
mies in her clan and being ig-
nored by Government offi-
cials, she is going to the courts
to challenge the ancestral cus-
toms which have barred her
from inheriting land.

Mrs Tsang, who is taking
advice from the Legal Aid De-
partment, wanted to become
the manager of her own fong
in order to keep two houses in
the village, after her mother
dies. She has no male descen-
dants to claim them.

“All I want is to keep these
two houses which were built
by my father and keep my
father’s altar inside the
houses,” Mrs Tsang said.

“I don’t care about money,
I can work, but to keep these
two houses was my father’s
hope before his death.”

The 39-year-old cleaning
worker, a daughter of one of
the village’s prominent trust-
ees, failed to inherit from her
mother Mrs Lee Giu the right
to be manager of her fong, de-
spite the fact that she has

omplained to different Gov-
ernment departments. This is
because of the traditional
land succession law which fa-
vours male inheritance.

In his latest report, Om-
budsman Mr Arthur Garcia
said Mrs Tsang’s case point-
ed to the need for an overhaul
of New Territories’ land laws,
which he hinted were out of
step with modern times and
might conflict with the Bill of

Rights.
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houses twice and attacked her
mother and other relatives.




