ppointees defended”

THERE is a practical need
to retain the Government
appointment system at dis-
trict board level to ensure a
propet balance amonp dif-
FeTent imterests, ere o
retary for Home Affairs, Mr
Peter Tsao Kwang-yung,
said yesterday.

Mr Tsao’s statement was
in response to a liberal pres-
Sure group’s recent demand
that all Government ap-
pointees be removed from
the territory’s 19 district
boards by 199].

The Government, how-
€ver, has yet to decide on
whether to change the pro-
portion of its appointees on
the district advisory bodies.

t present, a third of the
me 470 district board
embers are selected by the
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administration. Mr Tsao
d a Government decision
on the issue was expected by
September next year. .
He added that the Gov-
érnment did not have any
plans at present to redefine
the constituencies for the
next district board elections
scheduled for 1997,

The Association for De-
mocracy and People’s Live:
lihood earlier this week de-
nounced the appointment
system as a stumbling block
on Hongkong’s road for de-
mocracy.

Mr Tsao, formerly Secre-
tary for Administration and
Information, said a priority
for his new office was to im-
prove links between the dis.
trict boards and the general

public. W



