BygAD STONER .. -
.. A*REQUEST for: $40 mll- v
* Jion o excavate 26 archaeo- :
“logical sites as'much as |
" 6,000 years old on Northern
v Lantau -and. ChekLap Kok} g
‘- has been delayed, and prob- ;

. rably will not eceive full

funding, -

534The pmJect, announced i in

- early ‘March by the Antiqui- $
. ties Adwsory Board, has been :
" broken into parts amid scep- ;
ticism, that the amount would ::
be’ granted by the Fmance

Commlttee : ‘
“WWe have submitted an
‘application for the funds, but

. wedon’t have a decision yet »
- Deputy Secretary for Culture -

;- atthe Recreation and Culture

-, Branch, Ms Shelly Lau Lee
: Lal-kuen, said last week. -

““The board has’ requested
the: money from the branch to !
process-through ' the central

- government, and ' we’re. just :-

asking- where the 'money will |

- come:from “~'the yearly allo- ,
\catlon system, the-atrport :

project 1tself or perhaps even !

SOUTH CHINA MORNING POSY

i such pubhc funds as the Roy- .

‘al Hongkong Jockey Club.
““We have asked only for
$1.5 million for now, though,

; to do just Chek Lap Kok be-

cause of the time factor,” she
sard

Sources close’ to the con-
troversy said that the Finance
_Committee had denied the
I $40 million réquest, offering
instead $5 mmillion for the
pI'O_]CCt ’

Finance Committee spo-
kesmen said they had re-

: ceived no requests for funds.

“Pm still waiting for the
Recreation and Culture pro-
posal, and it’s up to them to
' propose the amount,” said
committee member Mr Ng
Hon-wah.

“I have heard of the $40

" million request and am still .-

waiting for ‘the formal
apphcatlon

The Prmcxpal Assxstant'

Secretary for Culture, Mr Pe-
"-ter Bourton, suggested that
the full $40 million request
- would not be submitted.
“We’re seeking the re-

sources to tackle Chek Lap
Kok, but that request is sepa-
rate from the Antiquities Ad-
visory Board’s request,” Mr
Bourton said.

“The $40 million hasn’t
been anywhere near the Fi-
nance Committee yet. We

- will be applying for resources,

but I don’t know if i it will be
$40 million.” -

The Chek Lap Kok site is
under particular threat from
builders who are scheduled
next April to begin levelling
the island off the west coast of
Lantau for Hongkong’s new
two-runway airport. :

“There are any number of
sites and kilns — Bronze Age
occupation, Tang and Sung
dynasty occupation. Every
phase of Hongkong’s history

"1 represented, and it needs to

be studied before the whole
thing is radically trans-
formed,” said a Archaeologi-
cal Society spokesman.
Researchers at Chek Lap
Kok hope to begin work in_

-October, finishing" ‘by: the”
April stan of constructlon / b
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