Thlrty-elght prisoners at Stanley’
the hangman’s noose had the Britis ’rhanientany Vote on

capital punishment goné the-other way.<> can now be cértam _

that their death sentences will be commuted

.But the death penalty will remain-on. the: Hongkong law .

- books and the execunon chamber at the Stanley pnsOn w1ll be
maintained.

It9has not been used smce the last executlon on November
16, 1966 -

“The. law still remains so the executlon chamber will
remain,” a spokesman for the Correctlonal Services Depart-
‘ment said yesterday.

So far; 81 prisoners have had death sentences commuted

to-life imprisonment, and 71 have had death sentences -

cor:ilmuted to fixed. terms of 1mprnsonment the spokesman
sai

A spokesman for the Legal Department said Hongkong’s
position remains. unchanged He referred to“the policy

statement issued in 1975, 4when it ‘was decided- that the -

Governor would commute all death sentences.

“The pohcy was. adopted by Chief Justice Sir Denys.

’ 'Roberts who'was then the Chief Secretary.

The - British -Parliament’s . defeat. of the -call for _»‘the f'

:.;testoratlon of  capital pumshment had a rmxed reactlon
Hongkong yester ay. .

. The v1ce-cha1rman of the Hongkong Belongers Assocra- :

thIl, Mr Sze Chusian, said the decision-was based entirely on
British iriterests without consideration for Hongkong.
He said Members of Parliament had fearéd that restora-

tion of the death penalty would provide the Irish Repubhcan ]

© Army with more martyrs..

The chairman of the Reform Club Mr Brook Bernacchl,f

. said he felt that it would be disastrous if capital punishment
were restored, -because. it .was not a cmllsed form of
punishment.

He said he was pleased w1th ‘the result of the Bl‘ltlSh vote.

He felt the death penalty had no deterrent ef(ect, but
}wvmllld dmstead create, more ¢ martyrs out of criminals,” as in
relan

The director of the Cathohc Soelal Commumcatlons

Office, Father Michael Yeung, said: “The life of a2 m
%wen by God and only he can take it back.” .




