ALMOST a quarter of a

" ‘million mare people.went to.
_the Happy Valley racesin the .~
™ season just ended than the

iprevmus season.

prevrous season.’

i The' -massive upsurge <in -
- turnover "and attendance.

prompted the Jockey Club’s

ernard. Penfold,’

2

- And-they bet 100 _million '
‘doHars. more, _thdn the

eneral Manager, “General- . of 15 Spercenf ‘on th 1, 473

to.say”

C $2: as
g $l 9 bxlhon m the prcvnou

. And' “what the govern-;
. mﬁnt has. done has begun to
‘te - l

. This was a direct’ reference‘
to the tightening of the Bet-
ting Ordinance -and "the
legalxsanon of off-coutse be1-
ting shops.
- "General "Penfold" sald l -
702,979 -people went to Hap-
py Valley last seasoi.—— a rise .

934

pposed o

S\.

season‘ o : -
. General Penfold sald the
l5 percent”_ attendance in--
crease Jwas “perhaps sur-
prising.” -~
,.“But looking" at other
ountries. who have es-
_"tablished legalised off-course
" betting this pattern shows
people still want .to. go
“racing;” he said.- N
“They just dom’t Wa
bet on numbers'outs;de' They
- are interested in‘geing to see.
 facing as well.”

.number of - favourites which

“wonsat Happy. Valley tast .
“season followed the. -es-

" tablished . lmeﬁ of about 30

percent :

- He sald for all ‘aces the _
number of winning favourites
~was: 3 -percent. In handicap
\races the: favourites won .29
“peréent,in terms races 44
_percerit, on the grass'31:72
percent and on the sand 31 47
‘percent. © -

The “General  said he’ con-
srdered ‘these ﬁgures “qurte

ferrmg 10 horses’ for
season, General Penfold -
“the. $25,000 Australian
anf‘ ins would arrive in July

They would race as dne-«

age benefits.

The 60 $50,000 horses
from  Australia, -the. United -
Kingdom and Treland-would
‘be cldssified at the discretion
_of the handicapper.

. classification ‘last 'season of '

the $50, 000 horses to Classes

. would classify 't
‘horses from 'the.’ Umted
* Kingdom . and - Trefand —

General Penfold said, the ‘

class except for~ werght-for~n )

The General said the ‘that could"be done to make -
_racing . more comfortabl
* "mtlst be done - .

30/5 /577

1 and 2, depending on -age,
had: not.- been enurely

. successful

" The’ handlcapper before
next season would research
the $50,000. horses’.past }per-

-formances-and classify t

— probably to:Classes 1.t0 3.

" The héndlcagpesr a(lxs)g
25

“hopefully, -
down: ’to

from> Class 1,
-~ yery- hopefully l
Class 4. :
AIE the new’ horses exoept
thc $25,000 Austrahan Grif- -
fins’ would" 'bé: given -pre-
season Tatings. They would "
not. run with automatically
set we}ghts of 128 pounds.
General Peiifold said niext
season’s. Derby. wquld be-
during the Easter meeting —
about a. month later than‘last -
season — and the Cham-

"pions and Chafer Cup

would be run in-April instead
of May and over 1800 metres
mstead of 2230 metres.

On other matters he. sald

. owners successful in drawin, eﬁ

a_ horse. weuld be. notifi
today and. the club planned
considerable improvement in .
the: stands before next -
season.

This would involve more
seatmg and air conditioning -
in _parts - of the. Members’ .
Stand and seating ‘and air-
flow improvements. in the
pubhc stand and the infield. .

 The General said anythmg




