Insurance  agents
d businessmen were
sy counting their
Eses  yesterday  after
iday’s five-hour ram-
ge by young hooli-
s

nd up to late last
ht, police were still
csting people suspect-
of taking part in the
y of looting during
riot.

ctween noon and 2 am
Hay, police arrested
bther 42 people, bring-
the total number of
ple arrested to 172,

The official loss estimate
so far $3.7 million. but
p owners” in Kowloon's
Iden mile™ believe it could,
ore than $10 million.

ai Lam Electric alone put
osses at $1 million.

ost of the hooligans who
tt on the black Friday
page were tecnagers,
¢ than half of them with
inal records. -

he police Regional Com-
der of Kowloon,
rgc Hindhaugh, said ves-
y that half the 130 peo-
arrested had records for
offences, wounding or
Ty,

Half detainees -
had records

Those arrested include
some 30 secondary school
students, with the rest mainly
semi-skilled and non-skilled
workers.

" Eighty per cent were under
21 and the rest under 30.

About 25 per cent lived
near the disturbances.

More managed to escape
arrest because there were sim-
ply too many people about.

Mr Hindhaugh said the
crowd was at least 10,000
during the five hours, against
700-0dd polite officers.

And it scems it was the
dispatch of uniformed police
officers that triggercd off the
crowd in the first place.

The officers were there be-
cause pedestrian traffic was
becoming heavy as a result of
the'taxi drivers® protest,

But people immediately
surrounded them out of cuni-
osity and caused a huge
blockage on the roads.

The officers then with-
drew into the Yaumati police
station "in linc with the poli-

e ey

¢y of avoiding confronta-
tion,” said Mr Hindhaugh.

However, they were fol-
lowed through Kiangsu Street
by a scction of the crowd
which gradually became more
unruly and at one stage sur-
rounded the station.

About the same time,
crowds began 1o intensify in
Nathan Road, Public Square
Street and Jordan Road.

Shortly after 8 pm, small

gangs bcgan inciting the

crowds that had built up.

Looting. fircs and criminal
damage cescalated in scope
and seriousness and only then
did the police realise that the
mobs — among a crowd of
10,000 — could not be con-
trolled by normal police anti-
crime tactics. ‘

At 10 pm, the Police
Tactical Unit and Emergency
Unit were mobilised (see re-
port on Page 2).

Two tear gas grenades
were fired at 10.58 pm, the
only occasion when firearms
were used. \
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i\ c ont'd on Page 8, Col 1 )‘

By about 2.30 am yester-
day, the situation was largely
under control.

A total of 32 people, in-
cluding three police officers,
were injured, with 12 admit-
‘ted to hospital and the rest
treated and discharged.

Late last night, cight were
still at the Qucen Elizabeth
and Kwong Wah hospitals, all
in satisfactory condition.

Mr Hindhaugh* defended
the timing of the police de-
ployment and rejected the
suggestion that the disturb-
ances would have been less
serious if firm action had
been taken earlicr.

Recalling  the  carly
evening of Friday when the
size of the crowd was not vet

uncontrollable, Mr Hind-.

haugh said: “it's no good
sending a full company of
PTU after a very small inci-
dent.

“It's a question of decid-
ing where the target is |, . .
you've got 1o identify where
your problem is first and then
deal with it.”

He stressed that the vio-
lence was very fragmented at
the beginning and thus the
situation was first tackled by
the normal unitformed and
plainclothes men, and it was
only when the main groups of
riotors had been identitied as
having st fires that the PTU
was mobilised,

Police used one company

R S . A
ORPTU to disperse the crowd

on™.Shantung Strect, which
spread and infiltrated  side
roads.

Two more companies then
moved i from Yaumati o
sweep the arca, push the
crowd and start making ar-
LI E *

He admitted that the po-
lice were caught by surpr.«oin
the incidents but added thint
ey were Gl fdadine . -

CWe dldnT Gt ans-
thing like that 1o appen.” he
satd,

There was no evidenee the
incidents were organised. -
cording to Mr Hindhangly,

The Commissioner of [o-
fice will conduet an Caguiry,
he said.

Between 8 pmoon bridgy

troub

tempt to burn downi the Urban
Services Department building’
inSaiYeeStreet. - -
+'Topping the list of crimes
were 49 burglaries and rob-
beries involving nearly $4
million and - 33 ‘incidents of
This was followed by 15
cases of unlawful possession
and two of “possession of -
weapons, - oo oL

_according to _pqlicef
but the nun_lbé’r,col!l’d

"ll be higher as so ]
‘ ’m:éﬁothave»




