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and DAPHNE CHE&G
MORE than 100,000

. .péople yesterday took to

the streets to mourn.the

: . victims of the Tianan-

men Square massacre,
demanding an end to
what they denounced as
the communists’ one-
party tyranny in China.
..Organisers of the pa-
rade hailed the unexpect-

- edly -huge turnout as evi-.

. dence that local people’s

. aspiration for democracy
and freedom had not sub-.

sided, despite mcreasmg
pressure from Beijing.

Suppor’t

China,
worldwide in commemora-

! tion-Bf the first anmversary

of the:June 4 killings.

The chalrman of the Alh-
ance, Mr Szeto Wah, told
the croyvd before the march

- that the 200-group coalition

had helped hundreds of dis-
sidefits;to flee China during
the»past year. .~

"He pledged the Alhance

would tontinue to press for.:
dgniotracy in China and:
help free mainland activists.”

24 Unhke a year ago, how-
ever the organisers re-
frained from shouting slo-
gans*which demanded the
removzlal of Beijing leaders.

“t"Alliance leaders, branded
by China as subversrve,

€laimed 250,000 had joined .

the: march by the time it

reached the headquarters of

the' New China News Agen-
¢y in Happy Valley. -

" A sociologist, Dr Stephen
Tang Lung-wai, who ob-
served the whole procession
at deveral spots, said: “There
were.at least 120,000:0r
130,000

and I would not be surprised
if the.pumber was 200,000.”

L}‘The tail of the procession
wa#still at Chater Garden,
75..minutes afier Mr Szeto,
legislator Mr Martin. Lee

Chu-ming, film director -
John.Shum Kin-fun:and .

other- leading liberal “activ-

isysilinked arms and set out_ -

ﬁ)wards Happy Valley. -

,The procession, the big-:
gés} since last summer’s. se- .

ries: pf rallies, covered a
rdute.of about 3.2 kilo-
metres from Chater Garden
to. Ngrth Point before it

eadquarters

tumecl back to the NCNA v

\E

‘The protesters, mostly :
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young people dressed in
mourning colours of black
or white, demanded that
Beijing leaders- responsible
for the military crackdown

on the student-led pro-de-.

mocracy movement on the
‘mainland be put on trial..
They chanted names of
political detainees in China
and called for their release.
Also among the crowd

: " was a group of about 20
* * “The fnarch, organised by’

the*Hongkong Alliancé in
of the Patriotic”
Democtatic Movement in’
as part of rallies

blind people.

One small group, waving
Taiwanese national flags,
carried banners calling for
the removal of Chinese

Prime Minister, Mr Li Peng,

and other high officials in
Beijing.

After the march, Mr.

Szeto said he was surprised
and moved by the enthusras-
tic response.

“Hongkong people have
been under pressure in the
past year. We can see how
great the support for China’s
pro-democracy movement
is. There are people who
have shifted their stance on
the June 4 incident due to
their personal interests. But
I am glad they arg¢ only a
small minority,” he said.

“I was most impressed
when I heard people shout-

ing they will support the Al- -

liance. They know that the
Alliance is under a lot of
pressure but they do not
want us to back down.”
The sea of protesters dis-
persed peacefully outside

the NCNA after the Alliance

ended the parade at 8 pm by

'"00 000 join
protest for
anniversary

‘lations with 1ts ‘own people.

If the Beijing Government
cannot keep its people satis-
fied, how can it be in a posi-
tion to talk about Sino-
Hongkong relations.”

Sino-Hongkong relations
would improve quickly, Mr
Cheung added, if the Chi-
nese Government freed all
political prisoners and offi-
cially recognised the pro-de-
mocracy campaign as a pa-
triotic movement.

. After the march, about
130 members of the Hong-
kong Federation of Students
held an overnight sit-in out-
side the NCNA. The police,
however, did not allow the
students to come close to the
de facto Chinese embassy.

A separate group of

_about 200 residents, includ-

ing several dozen April 5 Ac-
tion Grou;j activists, staged
a sit-in outside the Queen
Elizabeth Stadium opposite
the NCNA office.
Twenty-four Hongkong
tertiary students took partin
a 55-kilometre relay run to
carry a torch, symbolising
the. spark of democracy,
from Sheung Shui to Cen-

 tral.

Several of the partrcr-

" pants completed the entire
. 5%-hour marathon run or-

ganised by the 30,000-strong

- Hongkong Federanon of

singing For Freedom, the

popular_theme song of the

-, local solidarity action for the
at.about :5. 30 pm. - :
" But peoplé just kept j joining.”

Beumg ‘students last year, -

* “Alliance spokesman, Mr";

Cheung Man-kwong, said:
“The march today has come
to an end, but our long battle
has just begun. We cannot
tolerate our compatriots in
China continuing to be ar-
rested and persecuted.”

The Alliance will stage a |
-candlelight vigil at Victoria.

“Park tonight. 3
Asked whether such pro-

.China, Mr Cheung said: “It
was the Chinese authorities
who started the sour rela-
tions between Hongkong
and the mamland

““When we’ talk about

. Students.

Meanwhile, a group of 32
local lawyers has compiled a
volume of 48 eyewitness ac-
counts of the June 4 massa-

- cre, entitled The Eyes Have

It
The group says it will

- present it to the United Na-
. tions Human Rights Com-

mission and other interna-

. tional human rights bodies.

Half of the 48 people who

" had come forward were

" journalists, 15 were students

and the remainder were

. businessmen, tourists and

test action would provoke -

foreigners.
More than 2,000 people
took part in a march, memo-

. rial services, masses and
 seminars in Macau yester-

day.
The march was organ-
ised by the Macau Democra-

. ¢y Development Alliance,

which was established in

"\ May last year. vy
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