/protest
‘at ICAC

By CHRIS DOBSON

IN AN tinprecedented public
protest yesterday, about 120
angry residents stormed their
way into the Independent
.- 'Commission Against Corrup-
tion’s (ICAC) headquarters
demanding the anti-graft
body take up their claims of
alleged corruption.
~ This is the first time in the
commission’s 17-year exis-
tence that a group of such size
has gone to the body’s Central
~ offices and called on the
ICAC to investigate cases in
this manner. .
-~ An ICAC spokesman said
this type of protest had not
happened before but played
down the demonstration
even though the police were
. called to evict the group.
-\ “About 100 people turned

*up and wanted to make indi-

* vidual complaints. We are .
" now’taking.down their per-"

sonal particulars so that we
can contdgt them,” he said.
‘v “We areé dealing with it in
the normal way.”

He declined to provide
further details on the demon-
stration which lasted from
mid-morning until after
lunch. :
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were talkigg nonsense,” said
Mr Tun ) !
\
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“Police took no action
against the placard-carrying

‘protesters, who made their

way up to the lobby on the
eighth floor of the ICAC’s
Murray Road headquarters.

At one stagé members of
the group, all Beacon Heights
flat-owners, claimed the
commission’s officers asked
the police to shut the doors to
stop them entering the lobby.

“There were women and
children in there and we
could hardly breathe when
they closed them [the
‘doors],” said Mr Richard
Maher, a protester.

“There was a bit of an ar-
gument and then the ICAC
sent a couple of investigators
out.”

He said the officers agreed
10 allow groups of 10 into the
offices to leave their names

and identity card numbers.
Police said the ICAC offi-

cer handling the protest was

senior investigator Mr Shiley

Chau.

" “Mr Maher and another
Beacon Heights resident, Mr
Bosco Tung Yiu-hui, claimed
an'ICAC investigator told a
number of women protesters
waiting outside they were
wasting their time.

. “He told the ladies they
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fees were doubled to $2,000 a
- month, leaving vehicles jam-
ming nearby footpaths.. -
. “We're short of parking
spaces but there is no alterna-
tive in the area;;Nobody -
.. asked, 'Lhemitc;1 :be:sof'ghreed_y_
So. far, the grou y: and to use suc L 2 reprehensi;
d about 150 spaces, but the ble approach,” Mr Maber
shops and their associated 36 s2 Residents have mads
three separate complaints. to
the ICAC since December

. tain'§ At resid which have, all been turned 4
¢ar.park and a"s&' 3 down by the commission ,




