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The Government has re-
ceived about 20 writfen sub-
missions from the public_on
the report of the Broadcasting
Review Board.

Most of the submissions’

were presented by individu-
als, but some came from pres-
sure groups and the tobacco
industry, the Assistant Secre-
tary (Broadcasting), Mr John
Clarke, said yesterday.
Speaking after attending a
Yuen Long District Board

discussion on the report’s -

findings and recommenda-
, tions, Mr Clarke said the
. Government was expected to
. come 'up with a decision on
. the proposals by the end of
. next year. .-
Since the licences of th
“two television stationis wil
. expire by 1988, the ‘Govern-.
! ment will have to announce
| in the middle of 1987 wheth-
" er it will renew the licences.
. Mr Clarke 'said a three-
| month consultation period on
! the report will officially start
from the end of this month or
‘early next. month after the
| whole report had been trans-
| Aated into Chinese.
At present, the Chinese

version only covers a sum-
'mary of findings and recom-
mendations of the report.
. Mr Clarke said district
boards were welcome to dis-
cuss the report and forward
their views to the Govern-
ment for consideration.
. He stressed that the
proposals in the report were
the Broadcasting Review
Board’s views and not the
Government’s. . -
The Government, he said,
had-an open mind for public
views on the issue. -
After full consultations,
the Government would com-

pile a report before reaching’

its decision, he said.
Yuen Long District Board

'

dcast views

fringe on the public’s freedom
in choosing television pro-
grammes. ’

He was also against the
proposal that royalty pay-
ments should be based on
gross receipts instead -of the
net profit as is the case now.

Mr Tang Yun-lim endors-
ed the proposal requiring the
stations to unload subsidiary

‘companies.

He said the measure
would ensure the independ-

énce of the stations.

- Mr Lee Kae-bun said ~
“some of the proposed meas-

“wres, including a ban on ciga-
“rette advertising, would no
“-doubt reduce the revenue of

was the first board to discuss -

- the report.
Some members were Criti
the “proposal’ tQ¢{turn’

‘over some of the prime ‘time

kong.

the two television stations,
and would amount to inter-
ference in free competition in
the trade.

Mr Peter Wong said the
move would apparently in-

of the two television” stations.
+to "Radio Television Hong- .

Dr Tang Siu-tong said the
measure would be unfair to,

the'two stations. ¢

He expressed the fear that

“this might cause the statjons
'o.produce fewer high;qu_al_ity ‘

: TV programmes.

In his reply, Mr Clarke :

said the Broadcasting Review
Board had studied the situa-
tion in other countries and
found that revenue lost from
cigarette advertising would be
readily replaced up by other
advertisements.

. 1
He said it was felt-that this !

‘would also apply in Hong-
kong. : oo
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