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£997 election pollreveals
concerns over continuity

NEITHER villain nor victim. That was the verdict
when The Sunday Standard polled Hongkong people
on what they thought of China’s threat to sack the
Legislative Counciland District Boards,and to
introduce new elections after the handover in 1997.
» Han Yuk-yuen, 29: It is no good for the government
to work separately from China and table part ofthe
proposals to the Legislative Council. Iworry thatthe
efforts made by the governments might be wasted.

» Tong Chun-vin, 42: The reason why the Chinese
government wants anew election in 1997 is that Chris
Patten does not work according to the Basic Law.
What I think of the idea of holding new elections in

"1997 depends on the format they take. It could beall

right if the election can maintain stability and
prosperity and fulfil the wishes of Hongkong people.

» Fanny Ng, 27: China’s reaction was just what Thad
expected. The Governor’saction in bringinghis
proposal to the Legislative Council prior toan
agreement with Chinaforced the Chinese sidetodo
something inreturn. Although the election in 1997
might have some adverse influence on Hongkong, it
would not betoobad in the end. Beijing knows that the
situation in Hongkong will directly affect China’s
interests.

» Leung Pui-wan, 35: The effect of a new election tobe
held by the Chinese government will depend on the

" political atmosphere at the time. It is hard tosay how
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big the effect will be, but I think the economy of
Hongkong might be negatively affected.

» AngelaLam,23: 'dfeel insecure ifthe new
government changed the structure of the local policy
body by launching a new election in 1997. That may
mean promises made by the former decision makers
might not be put into practice. -

» NgKwan-lung, 28:1think it isnot good tohave
another election. Iamafraid the plansof the
government mightnotbe smoothly conducted during
the transition period if there’s no continuity. 4 l
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