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SOCIAL ‘and labour actmsts‘

_ plan to fight excessive police in-
terference in the handing of
. petitions to-the Government.
The activists said they were
concerned about .recent inst-
ances.of police interference fol-

lowmg the “siege” at the Leg- .

- islative Council chambérs last
month by hundreds’ of llvestock

- farmers.
At a recent meeting, a group
of lobbyists-called for the scrap-

ping of the regulatlon that re- .
'groups regardless of size,

quired petitioners to obtain
prior police approval.

" The lobbyists included repre-
sentatives from the Christian In-
dustrial Cominittee, the Society
for Community Orgamsatlon
and the Hongkong Social Work-
ers” General Union.

‘Under the existing Public
‘Order - Ordinance, groups of
more than 30 people must apply
for a licence.to hold a de‘mon-
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‘stratlon The. apphcatlon must -

be made at least seven days in
advance.
Groups of less than 30 people

'are also required .to notify. the
. pohce before holdmg a demon- ‘

strationr.: .
The:police, in the interest of

public safety, have the power fo-

“ban: potentlally anruly public .-
“meetings, and to’ deal with dis-
" turbarices ‘or p0551ble breaches
'of the peace at meetings:

. The group said future petmon

should not have to apply for a
permit.

All that should be requlred
was for them to mform the
police in advance as a matter of
courtesy”, the group said:.

- They said it was a basic ‘hu-

man right, in a free society, to--
demonstrate. if it was fora ‘good ;"
_ cause and if ittwas conductedina

peaceful’ and orderly manner.

There was smply no reason
for the Government to discour-

- age such proceedings, they said.

The police tightened security

measures. following the violent
protest by farmers outside  the '
Legco chambers: No large-scale
; gatherings are now allowed in. -
. the vicinity: .

“The Govemment has said that
future' gatherings must take
placé “in a suitably open area”,

- such as Edinbuargh Place or Cha-

ter Garden, and only small num-
bers ‘of representatives could
approach “Legco territory” to

i'hand in petitions.

On November 8 more than

120 workers marchmg to Gov-’
ernment House had to spllt into
small groups before they. were’
-allowed to hand in their peti- -
tions. supporting the setting' up -

of a central. provident fund.
. On November 11, police pre-

- vented two protest groups from'

-allowed to hand in their petition

gathering outsrde the Legco'

- chambers.

‘They were forced to go to
Chater Garden to voice their
protests against a Government
decision not to.introduce;a cen-
tral provideit fund. " ; B

~The Joint Committee on the ’

,Promotlon of Democratic Gov-
‘ernmient had to’ chiange:its-peti-~

tion route twice because of

.police intervention..

They were. told not to walk
from Hongkong University to
Government House .on Noveni-

“ber 15.

- Police also stopped 700 mar-

- chers from demonstrating
against the Government Survey

Office report outside Govern-
ment House. C
The march eventually ended

-at the Government Secretariat,

while 20 representatlves were

at Govemment House.



