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1997 expert gets@

top GIS pSltlon

" By FRANCIS LI and
DANIEL CHUNG

Mr John Chan, a Govern-
ment specialist on 1997 af-
fairs, will become a principal
architect of the official infor-
mation and publicity machin-

_ery from February.

Mr Chan, 42, ¢currently the -
Deputy - Secretary (General
. Duties) and a member of the .
Land Commission, has been
named the next Director of
;| Information Services in a.

.{ -major Government reshuffle.

Mr Chan was deeply in-
volved in the Sino-British
talks, collating and co-ordi-
nating relevant information
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for use by the British side.

Mr Chan’s post in the
General Duties Branch and
membership in the Land

Commission will be. taken-

over by Mr Donald Tsang,
. the Deputy Director of Trade.

. In a statement yesterday,

~the Government also an-
nounced that the incumbent
GIS director, Miss Cheung
Man-yee, will return to head
Radio and Television Hong-’
- kong in January: -
Miss Cheung, 38, has been’
seconded to GIS from RTHK

since September 1983.

She will replace Mr Stuart
Wilkinson, presently the
Director of Broadcasting,
;vho will retire on November
0.

Mr Wilkinson, 57, was
first seconded to RTHK .as

Deputy Director of Broad- .

casting in November 1978
from the British Broadcasting
Corpn. .

There has been recent con- -

troversy surrounding a

proposal to transform RTHK-
into a BBC-style independent -

body and Miss Cheung may {
have a tough time adminis-
tering a depanment shrouded
in unceriainty.

“It is a real hot seat,” Miss
Cheung admitted- yes!erday,

_but declined to discuss xt fur-

ther.

Miss Cheung worked her
way up the ladder at RTHK,
starting as a programme offi-
cerin 1972,

Miss Cheung said Mr
Chan was the “best man” to

- take over her job.

"The Secretary for Admin-

Jdstrative Services and Infor-

. mation, Mr Peter Tsao, yes-
terday ‘noted that Mr Chan
. had orice been his deputy in | Si
"the Trade Department and |- C
said he welcomed the ap- | le
- pointment of such a capable |} ™
man in the mformatlon de- | ur
partment. or
Mt Chan yesterday said he'| €3
believed his working experi-
. ence in the General Duties
Branch and the Land Com-
mission would be of great
help in his new job. -
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