By CHRIS YEUNG

'i'mxght have tuled.out the
.posmbnhty ‘of stéering the

_ opment of polmcal parties.

#.vThis is the opinion of Mr
Henry Litton; QC, former

tlon

pqlmcal partjes- then
¢ who guide them must
ve promlse of real power
“which is to.be exemlsed ina
mnmstenal system.”
Notmg that the joint dec-

The - Sino-British pact'v‘
‘Hongkong’s = futiire-

post-1997 Government to- "
~|'wards a ministerial system
which would aid the devel- " °

‘chairman of the Bar Associa-

“He- said last mght that a)_v

mlmstenal system would pro-’

vide, emry “for polmcal party -
th

id: “lf we dol'

Jllon is’ not clear.on the

said the stipulation that the
principal officials of the Spe-
cial  Administrative . Region’

‘Government, should be nomi- .
nated by the chief execunve !
" introduced. o

cou]d mean the virtual ruling
out of a ministerial system.

“Ifit dxd rulé out (a mmls-

terial system), then the"whole

pro;ect ofdevelopmg political ,
parties is futile,” he told a
Radio Television - Hongkong
news programme, In My
Opmlon i

Mr Lition was comment-.
1ng on the view that China
mlght have signalled disfa-

-vour .on, the formation. of po- .

litical parties in Hongkong, -

' - However, parties are sure.\

:to develop, according to the »
‘other two panellists, SCM
‘Post editor Mr Robin Hutch- .
eon, and an Exccutive Coun-.
'cn]lor Miss Maria Tam.

‘Mr Hutcheon said:; “The.

future polmcal system he}

dcvelopmentb of po]mcal

‘parties will. happen inevitably.

- a commumty like _Hong-
kong which-is. -moving to-
wards _self-rule and where di-
rect elections are likely to be

“And though 1here will be
different groups showing dif-
ferent labels and holding con-
trasting views they will even-
tually come under coalition.

“Most partiés will have
prosperity and stabxllty of the

lerritory as their main aim

though their- approaches
mxght 80 in slightly different
ways,” he said. )

Mr Hutchcon said he disd-

. greed "that Hongkong is too'
fraglle and the people too

immatute for the setting up of :

political partics.

"Miss Tam, chairman of
the Progresswe Hongkong
Society, said the group may '
evolve into a political party. .,

TTAT IR ST T ey

_\1‘4*99 jdeal might rule ‘out
,mmlsterlal Government

The prohferanon of polm-
cal parties-would be mevua- .
ble, she said." ’

Miss Tam said it would be ¢

best to have a coalition form !

of Government. .

Political groups should €
work as effective - troub]e-;
shooters. - )

On another topic, sts *
" Tam said China’s “one coun- .
try, two systems” concept ;

would be confirmed if .an, 1
agreement securing , the N

present system in Macau‘xs
“reached after tailks between. -

Peking and Lisbon Wthh will -

be held soon.

“I'm watchmg ll wllh
~ great interest,” she said: :

But Mr Litton said the -
news of the beginning of offi- ,
cial talks on Macau’s future :
was “a little bit disturbing.”

“What we need now: (for ¢,
Macau) is the strengthening: -

.of the institution and im-
, provément in its own systém -

" so that the path set now shall -
contmue in the future. ... -
:*I see no reason why there. :
should be hlgh level talks at
all. :
“There’s no poml for 1he 3
elimination of any concepl of

the 1hrec-]cggcd stools prmcn— ,5

‘ple,” he said. .

»Mi  Hutcheon sald lhe.
begmnmg of talks on Macau’s ;
-future was another. step for -
he Peking leaders: lo umfy
lhe country.® v

They will concenlrale on’
- Taiwan once the-Macau ques-
tion is resolved, he said.” - '}
" It was inevitable Peking

swould  want to take the same
steps and follow the same line ”

"on the question’ of Macau as

0

aid/,

| wete taken two: years ago o
h Hongkong Mr Hutcheo;\



