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mittee, the main advisory
body to the drafting com-
mittee.

Along with other conser-
vative businessmen and
professionals, he formed the

" Group of 89, which advocat-

ed a cautious approach to
democratisation, a view in
line with Beijing thinking.

But June 4 changed all
that and Mr Lo decided that
Hongkong needed to speed
up its democratic timetable.

In recent months he has
laboured behind the scenes
in getting liberals, moder-
ates and conservative mem-
bers of the consultative
committee to agree to a po-
litical blueprint.

Dubbed the “4-4-2”
model, it calls for 40 per cent
of seats directly elected in
1997, 40 per cent through

functional constituencies -

and 20 per cent through an
electoral college. The num-
ber of directly elected seats
would gradually increase to
60 per cent in 2001.

Last week he succeeded
in getting the support of ail
three factions, who have
agreed in principle to his
model. The next step is to
fine tune the model over the
next few weeks before the
present consultation period
ends.

He will then have to lob-
by support from the public
and law drafters, a task
made easier bécause of the
key role he plays on the con-
sultative_ccmmittee.
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Given the present politi-
cal climate, analysts say

- such a moderate approach

has the best-chance of suc-
ceeding, but only if Mr Lo
can avoid confrontation
with China and keep radical
fringe elements from bicker-
ing. .

Omelco model: Since the Of-
fice of Members of the Exec-
utive and Legislative Coun-
cils works collectively, it is
difficult to attribute any sin-
gle force behind its political
model.

Spurred by the June 4
massacre, councillors decid-
ed to speed up the timetable
for direct elections so that by
1995 at least half of the legis-
lature would be given over
to universal franchise. The
rest would be decided by
functional constituencies.

The system would be car-
ried over to the first post-
1977 government under the
“Lowu Solution™ agreed be-
tween London and Beijing
1o minimise disruption dur-
ing the 1997 handover.

After that Omelco hopes
the entire legislature and the
chief executive will be.di-
rectly elected by 2003.

Although Omelco reach-
ed its consensus in August,
apart from senior member
Allen Lee Peng-fei, it has
done little to sell it to the
public.

Ever since China de-

nounced it, councillors have
begun breakmg away from
their earlier consensus. Un-
less Omelco engages in some
quick- and selective lobby-
ing, it is in danger of being
left behind.
The Others: There are other
minority models which look
unlikely to gain widespread
support, mostly because
they fit into the category of
“too much, too soon”.

The most liberal blue-
print comes from outside
Hongkong. After complet-
ing its inquiry into Hong-
kong, the British Parliamen-
tary Foreign Affairs
Committee recommended
that half the legislature be
directly elected in 1991 and
fully directly elected by
1995.

On the chief executive, it
prefers the first to be chosen
by an electoral college and
subsequent ones by univer-
sal suffrage

The liberal alliance
Group of 190 also calls for
100 per cent direct elections
to the legislature and chief

executive, but not until at
least 1997. - //;




