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7300 to back
lobby group

By BELLETTE LEE

THE Business and Profés-
sionals Federation (BPF),
organised by prominent
business figures including
Mr Vincent Lo Hong-sui, is
expecting 300 founding
members for its lJaunch on
June 13.

The group will not field
candidates in September’s
Legislative Council elec-
tions, but it will offer finan-~
cial support to candidates
and political groups who
share its ideals.

The group aims at up-
holding Hongkong’s pros-
perity and stability by rec-
ommending policies to both
the local and Chinese gov-
ernments.

The group’s secretary-
general, Mr Patrick Wong
Pok-toh, yesterday said over
100 companies and local
businessmen and profes-
sionals had signed up for the
federation. -

About 50 of its 60 indi-
vidual members so far are
associated with the now dis-
banded Group of 89 of the
former Basic Law Consulta-
tive Committee members.

Two other Group of 89
, members, Mr Lo Tak-shing
d Mr Leung Chun-ying

have not said they are inter-
ested in joining.

The new group is being
organised by a 23-member
executive committee, in-
cluding Mr Lo, legislator Mr
Stephen Cheong Kam-
chuen, and Liberal Demo-
cratic Federation (LDEF)
leaders Mr Hu Fa-kuang and
Dr Philip Kwok Chi-kuen.

On June 13, the federa--
tion will hold its first annual

general meeting to elect a ..

new executive committee
with no more than 28 mem-
bers, including a chairman
and thrée vice-chairmen.

The group, supported by
10 staffin an office in Pacific
Place, will be funded by do-
nations and membership
fees.

It has taken over the
American Standard Re-
search Institute’s project on
Hongkong’s economy and
Sino-Hongkong economic
co-operation in the Pearl
River Delta, and is studying
how to implement the pro-
posals.

The federation is also
looking into the inflation
problem. It plans to research
retirement schemes and to

shape policies on local eco- .
nomic growth. g
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