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Reforms notin 11ne W1th Bas1c Law W111 go 1n 1997’

A HIGH- RANKING Chinese official said
'yesterday that introducing direct elections in

‘Hongkong next year would be a bit hasty.

The Secretary-General of the Hong Kong and
Macau Office at the State Council, Mr Lu Ping, also
warned that, no matter what the coming White Paper
on political reﬁorm says, any measure not in line with
the Basic Law:— the post-1997 constltutlon — will be
overturned 1n‘§§1997

Mr Lu, a member of the Basic Law Drafting Committee,
is the most senior Chinese official to speak out publicly on
the issue of direct elections.

‘He said public .opinion should be listened to closely be-
fore any decision is miade on direct elections — next year or’
after-China’s takeover in 1997.

Asked about reports that Beijing told London not to‘ .
introduce direct elections next year, he said: “This state- -

ment I will neither confirm nor deny — no comment.”

But he said reports that China already mtended o sct up
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the first post-1997 Special Administrative Region Govern-
ment without direct €lections were wrong.

Mr Lu acknowledged that overturning political reforms
that did not square with the Basic Law would shake Hong-
kong’s stability, “But that’s the only way No other alterna—
tive.”-

Speaking to Hongkong reporters in Kunming — where
the drafting committee’s subgroup on the post-1997 politic-
al system begins a working session. .today — Mr Lu said
public opinion would be one of the most 1mportant factors
govemmg the direct elections decision.

“There’s a silent majority in Hongkong. Accordmg toa
recent survey, a lot of people are disinterested.

“The issue wxll be better solved if Hongkong people have
“a uniform view.”

The Hongkong Government will pubhsh its White Paper
on political reform at the end of the year.

Mr Lu said it would be better for reforms to-run in .

accordance with the timetable of the Basic Law drafting.
That would give the people more time to del.berate and
- discuss.
The first.draft of the post-1997 constitution will be re-
leased about the middle of next year.
Public comments will be submitted to the standing com-
‘mittee of the Natnonal Peoplc s Congress late next year. -
i The sub-group will dis-
cuss three less controversial
topics first at its working

session starting this =

| morning,
. The 13 members — who
; ’ arrived in Kunming, capital
| of Yunnan, yesterday —
will focus on the regional
organisation, such as Urban
and Regional councils,
Heung Yee Kuk and Dis-
trict Boards, the civil ser-
vice and the judiciary.

“Earlier we agreed that a
working guideline that the
easier comes first,” a co-
convener, Mr Xiao Weiyun,
_said. o

If there is time after these
topics have been dealt with,
-other topics may-come up.
|  Another co-convener,

Mr Louis Cha, said he ex-
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for polls

pected that discussions on
the establishment of a final
court of appeal would be
more time-consuming.-

“As far as the legislature
and the chief executive are
concerned, people’s views
are too various and divided
s0 it’s better to leave it aside
first,” Mr Cha said.

Mr Cha said arrange-
ments for the first SAR gov-
ernment had not been dis-
cussed yet, “because it is a
big problem”.

In Hongkong, Executive

- and Legislative Councillors

will hold an in-house meet-
ing at the end of this month
to discuss the 1987 political
reform.

- They will focus their dis-
cussions on a report which
has just been compiled by
the 23-member Omelco
Constitutional Affalrs
Panel.

If endorsement is given
by the full Omelco on the
February 27 meeting, the.
report will be submitted to

: the Government.

Panel convenor Chen
Shou-lum made the

, announcement yesterday
i after the group held a meet-
; ing to finalise the report,

which will weigh heavily in
the political review.
Mr Chen yesterday re-"

i fused todiscuss the contents

of the confidential report
before it was -endorsed by
Omelco.

But sources told The
Standard that a chapter on

: direct elections to Legco —
© summarising the views of-
' the public and the panel —

has been added to the six
chapters already known to
be in the report.

It was learnt that the~
chapter is just a summary of -

»VleWS and reaches no con-

ﬁclusxon on whether direct

elections should be mtro-
duced in 1988




