~ supposed to have the final word..

FROM OUR HONGKONG CORRESPONDENT

Hasa

The smcenty of Chma § promxse 10 keep, have made some }ocal people feel nervous.

Hongkong a$ 'it.'is ‘for 50 years after:
Britain hands it over in 1997 is already
coming under question. According to the’
agreement reached by China and Brxtam
last September Hongkong will have a-
new “basic law” when Britain leaves,’
deswned to safeguard Hongkong s social,
and economic freedoms. The law is bemg
drafted in Peking by Chinese experts
helped by Hongkongers. But only Hong-
kongers known to be friendly to China
seem to have been invited to help with the,
draft. Other " prominent Hongkongers
who might speak out of turn have not. .’
The friendly Hongkongers include Sir’
Y: K. Pao, who owns a shipping empire,
Mr Li Ka-shing. a property magnate, and;
Mr David K. P. Li, a banker. All are
celebrities ‘with an enviable record of.
successful dealings with . China. But
Hongkong needs the stronoest possible
team of lawyers and community leaders at
the drafting sessions. The draft law is’
supposed to be presented for comment o
the HonOkong people in 1988, but : at that
stage it may be difficult to change. , ... ;
Among those who might have been
expected to be in the draftma team are.
Miss Maria Tam and Mr Allen Lee, who
are the nearest thing Hongkong has to’
rising political stars. Both are members of - -
the leglslatlve council, and are hkely to’
enhance their’ political Teputations in the’
enlarged " and “mainly-elected | council |
wmch comes into’ being next month as.
part of a plan to make Hongkong more
democratic. Neither has been. ‘asked to
jom the draftmg team. . .7
. Hongkongers have also been upset bv a.
recent remark by Mr Peng Zher, a mem-,.
ber of the  Chinése pohtburo and an
expert on “'socialist law”’; He said that in*
his personal view the final decision on any
point of the basic law should rest with the:
national people’s  congress, China’s acqm-
escent parlxament Under the China- Bnt-
ain agreement, Hongkong's courts are.

about the future., . The attorney-general..

Mr Michael Thomas, proposed three ma-'
jor. changes affecting civil and. commerc131
freedoms.’ All have been. attacked and
the attackers have had somé success.:, | -
- The first proposal was that a tnbunal be.
set up to watch over “objectionable publi-_
cations”, Few people would mind curbs.

ofn pornography. but the local _press,. the

freest in the Pacxﬁ région outside Japan
Australia ‘andNew: Zealand . saw - that .
siich a tnbunal could eventually be used
By.’China “o. suppress-polticall¥ "
tionable™ pubhcatzons Mr Thomas's pro
posal was’ smauiarly.lll timed. It comcxd
ed with'a warning to China’s press by th
Chinese Commumst party-leader. Mr Hu
Yaobang:.that: “economig‘llberalismio_ ;
did nog: necessarily mean political libera
sation.: The: tribunal -idea 'is: now. bem
reconsxdered - s
;“The second Thomas proposal was'fo
trrals of complex commercial erimes 10 be
" heard by’ a judge dnd a panel of experi
ad)udlcators not by a Jury Ob]ectors to
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The Hongkong government’s own ac--
tivities in_the 11 weeks since the agree- -
ment was formally ranf‘ ed on May 27th-
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have been bettér handled:, . woo

_TL : Yet: another group of people 18 dnscuss-
» ing Hon0konv s future. This i is the jomt
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thls idea said that it wou]d weaken Hong-

kong’s legal. system at,a., .time when- it
should be_shown to be strono 2The blll
which would have brought in the DEW,
system has now been shelved...~ .

. Third .Mr Thomas proposed a: ‘powers.

fand privileges™ bill; intended to outline’
the rights of members of the new: legisla-¢

tive. council..: The most- _objectionable..
clause would have made it 2 legal offence
to show “intentional dxsrespect” to coun-!
cillors, a curb which, apart from anything
else, would.have produced_some Father.
flat local reporting, This. and 24. .other.,
clauses’ in.the 28-clause bill have ‘now
been deleted or amended as-a result of
public criticism. . RTINS
Mr Thomas saxd that all three proposals .

were made with the 1ded of movmt7 Hon :
... kongsmoothly.from colonial rule to even-.
tual self-rules His critics say that the
" proposals gave the i impression of prepar-
-ing-Hongkong's 5m people for a docile:
)future under Chm4 Whatever Mr . Thom-:
as’sintentions, he dQes seem to have been:
politically insensitive. to have been badly

erved by his dmftmc experts and to have
éen unlucky- with his timing. In fairness.

it should be. added that. dfter the acrxmo- .

ious reception of his*privileges™ bill; he:
aid ‘that consultation of the pubhc could
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