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From FAN CHEUK-WAN
and CIHRIS YEUNG

in Beijing
CHINA-APPOINTED
Hongkong affairs advisers
were divided on Beijing’s
plan to set up a working
group to prepare for the cs-
tablishment of the terri-
tory’s “‘new kitchen” or
post-1997 political struc-
ture.

New World Develop-
ment’s chairman Mr Cheng;
Yu-tung urged Beijing to;
postpone forming the group,
because the Hongkong pub-
lic still wanted Britain and;
China to hold talks.

Tycoon Mr Li Ka-shing
also said he hoped Beijing
would not set up the body
unless it was forced to do so.

Legislative Councillor
Mr Allen Lee Peng-fei indi-
cated his “great reservation™
about the working group
plan, which he maintained
would give an impression
that there would no longer
be co-operation between
China and Britain.

. The new batch of 49
Hongkong, affairs adviscrs
yesterday received their cer-
tificates at a cercmony al-
tended by premier Mr Li
_Peng and President Mr Jiang
Zemin.

_—Sir David Akcrs-Joncs,
.onc of the longest-serving
civil scrvants in Hongkong,
received the longest round
of applausc when he re-
ceived a letter of appoint-
ment to serve the Chinesc
Government.

But after the former chicf
secrelary accepted the offer
at the ceremony in the Great
Hall of the Pcoplc he was
chalicnged about his “patri-
otism” by a forcign journal-
ist who suggested he had
shown a switch of loyalty.

Sir David hit back: “*Cer-

verse. It’s becn patriotic 10
0 50.”

On the plan for a “new
kitchen”, Sir David urged
China to clarify details of the
working group as soon as
possible, adding “delay will
cause more uncasc’.

When asked if he would
take part in the planned
Hongkong Special Adminis-
trative Region (SAR) prepa-
ratory committee, Sir David,
said it would be difficult to

| comment until after details

such as its composition and
functions were available.
The plan became the fo-
cal point of talks between
the advisers and mainland
officials led by Mr Lu Ping,
Dircctor of the State Coun-
cil's Hongkong and Macau
Affairs Officc, and Mr Zhou
Nan, head of Hongkong's
New China News Agency.
During two group discus-
sions, most of the 49 advis-
ers present lent thejr support
to Beijing’s plan tg sct up a
working group to prepare for
the sctting up of the prepara-
tory committee for the es-
tablishment of the SAR.
They cither voiced their
opinions and conccrns on
the pre-preparatory body or
called on Beijing to clarify
details of the new sct-up.

An adviser and a former
Hongkong official, Mr
Wilfred Wong Ying-wai.
quoted Mr Lu as saying that
Beijing wanted to listen to
different opinions beforc
taking a decision on details
such as the composition and
the time and place for the
sctting up of the working
body.

Mr Woiig, who resigned
from the Government to
join the private sector, said
collcagues in his group
maintained that the new
working body should not
undermine the authority of

_.the British administration.

inly not. It’s quitc the re-
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