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Argentirfian claim
to the Falklands

From Dr Colin Phipps, Labour MP
for Dudley West

Sir, During November last Sir
John Gilmour, MP, and I, com-
prising a Commonwealth  Parlia-
mentary Association  delegation,
visited  the TFalkland Islands for
two weeks. During that time we
estimate that we met and spoke
with at least 50 per cent of the
adult population, as well as large
numbers of younger people, As

a result of these conversanons I
beheve that we are in an excellent
position to judge the current feel-
ing in the Islands with regard to
their status as a British colony and
their future relationship with
Argentina.

The. problems resulting on the
Argentinian claim and the ‘associated
economic realities are considerable
and will have to be faced. However,
:rresfpectlve of the validity or other-
wise of the claim, it is'a fact that,
with one excaption, I found every-
body that we spoke to opposed to
the acceptante of any form of
Argentmmn soverexgnry

1 do not wish in a short letter
to discuss the nghts and “wrongs
of this attitude, nor’ the very
obvioys difficulties. that it creates
both for the -British Government
thqnselves, but
ial that public

ld. be full

ul y
informed of the vigws -held .in the
Falklands. We were'left in no doubt
of any kind that it is the wish of
the Islandersi.to -remain a. British
tolony or, whenever the opportunity

I beheve» it is;ess
“In Bt

‘appears. ‘suffable, an independ
'ccj“::::y wxdm?& the, Comimmir:adet?:
~Yours faithfully, < - :

COLIN PHIPPS, -
House of Commans,: -
January 15. - .




