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+ anti-Guatemalan gueri
* territory. L . . :
- Guatemala is also to be given use of two uninhabited

- Belizean islefs which will. remain under Beligean
sovereignty, ' ' T

 Guatemala has finally. abandoned its’ 124-year-ol

. claim to the neighbouring territory of Belize (formerly

-British _Honduras) in . Central America. The main
obstacle to '} rocessing the ‘independence of Belize is
now remo_ve_f and Britain which reluctantly administers
the territory is now free to go ahead with conveninia
constitutional conference to realise its long-stand g
8im to withdraw and give .the people of Belize full
independence. S . '

feared: that without adequate  security, indepe

In fact, the Belizeans, thé'mselves, wanted thei
homeland to be completely decolonised long aw

ce

reats

- would be meaningless in view of the sustained

by Guatemala to use force to back up'its claim, .
. Indeed, Britain has on a number of occasions had to
rush reinforcements to Belize following threatening
military movements by Guatemalan forces near the
Belizean ‘border. At present, Britain maintains some
2,000 troops in Belize with Harrier, Puma and Gazelle

- gircraft, This costs the British Treasury about £26

million a year — g burden that Whitehall will
obviously be glad to be rid of or to have substantially

- reduced, However, as Britain’s Deputy Foreign Secre-

i tary, Mr Nicholas Ridley, said, Britain will maintain
~'economic aid to Belize and ‘take every step necessary
toreinforce Belizean independence as well as security,

What Guatemala has gained by giving up its claim

' agpears to be more or less what it was undamentally

after in'the first place — access to the waters. of the

- Caribbean Sea and port facilities. The agreement

signed by. Guatemala, Belize and Britain — to be

. formalised later in a_treaty between the two former
. countries — gives Guatemala a little more, apparently
§ toavoid new disputes between Belize and Guatemala in
. the future and, conceivably, to win popular support for
. the agreement in Guatemala itself, S '

In return for Guatemala giving up territoriat claimg -

. 'aigai,nst Belize, the a%r,eement" provides a ﬂmrant'ee of

navigation rights for uatemala in the Caribbean apart
from port facilities in Belize and a mutual pledge by
the two countries not to allow their territories to be.
used as bases for subversion against “either of them,
Guatemala has in the- rast accused Belize of allowing

las to operate from the latter’s

~ For ‘access to the sea and to Belizean ‘po

“Guatemala will have free use of a road from its border
 to the Belizean coast. Other future benefits, according
- to the agreement, provides Guatemala with access to
" potential offshore . oil deposits and opportunities for '

oint ventures with Belize in oil ex‘plor\ation, fishing
and shipping. - T S
. The compromises which facilitated the agreement

shows that co-operation and flexibility are ‘more

- productive than confrontation, Guatemala is to secure-
- what it has been basically seeking since 1957; Belize is
-t0 receive recognition as an. independent sovereign

state by Guatemala and Britain is to be relieved of the
burden of its last colony in the Caribbean. ce

. More important to the region, a source of conflict

has been eliminated. Mexico, for instance, has threat-

~ened to revive its own dormant claim to ‘Belize should

Guatemala invade the latter,

e The only hurdle to overcome now concerns the
g Guatem.alal.l constitution which includes Belize within
: t_he__temtonal;domain of Guatemala. In a region where ;

there- has been so much unrest, tension, violence and

point has been eliminated,

y

oodshed, notably E] Salvador, it is pleasing that one :
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and - his family’ public humilia-
tion by explaining that Sir Peter
was only one of seven men and

two women who were spared -

prosecution following a report to
the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions in 1978 that they had been
engaged in correspondence of an
obscene nature. Their corres-

_pgndence had been in sealed
velopes, it was not for com-.

FRAMEWORK FOR AN INDEPENDE

There are still plenty of difficul-
ties to be.overcome before there

is-a full settlement of the Belize

question.  But this week’s an-
nouncement of the terms of the
agreement  between Britain,
Guatemala and Belize marks a
big step forward on an issue that
has been an irritant for many
years. In the normal course of

_events Belize should have been

independent long ago. It could
not move to independence, how-
ever, because Guatemala, basing
itself on arguments that went
back to the period of the Spanish
colonial empire, claimed it as
part of its own territory. And

.Britain, faced with periodic mili-

tary build-ups on the Guatemalan -
side of the border, has had to

‘keep some 1,600 troops in Belize

in order to deter -a possible

-invasion.

In the agreement that they
have now signed, the Guatema-
lans have given up their claim
to Belize; and they have done
50 without getting a strip of ter-
ritory in compensation. Cession
of territory was something they
had pressed for hard, in the past,
and the Labour Government dis-
cussed it with them before an
outcry here and in Belize put a
stop to the idea. But in the latest
round of negotiations it was
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for obscene correspondence
when his real name was known.
Two people were called to give
evidence at the PIE committal
trial and seven others were ‘on
the witness list. The individual
who began the correspondence
with "Sir Peter was called. Sir

OO L BT

pseudonym Henderson he used” “for- disquiet” iS what happened

to-the two individuals mentioned
in Sir Michael’s statement who

~shared an obsession about the

Peter was not; and in court ..

papers the false name- of

made clear to the Guatemalans
that there could be no question
of handing over any territory.
Instead, they were offered a num-
ber of economic advantages-—
free port facilities in Belize, ter-

ritorial seas which will give them -

access to the Caribbean. from
their ‘own north-eastern ports,
the right to joint exploration for
oil—and these they have now
accepted, at least in principle.

The agreement still has to be
turned into a treaty, and the
heads of agreement which have
been accepted in London trans-
lated into firm commitments. The
whole package has. also to be
approved both in Belize and
Guatemala, which will not be
straightforward in either-country.
In Belize the main opposition
party, the United Democratic
Party, has accused the govern-
ment of a “sell-out”, and there
was a riot this week after a dem-
onstration by its youth wing. In
Guatemala the agreement has
been attacked by the National
Liberation Movement, a rightist
party, in much the same terms.
But there is a fair chance that
in both countries the terms of the
agreement will eventually be
accepted.

The main issue still to be set-
tled is the defence of Belize, and

whether British troops should re-

systematic killing by sexual tor-
ture of young people and chil-
dren. They were prosecuted at
St ~ Albans—and conditionally

.discharged. Such ' execution of

the law singularly fails to match
the sense of public. outrage.

NT BELIZE N

main after independence. In the
past, Britain has taken the line
that it could not assume respon-
sibility for defending Belize after
it became independent. But more
recently it has let it be known
that it was in fact prepared to
protect Belize if Guatemala con-
finued to threaten it after inde-
pendence; and it was arguably
that, coupled with the declared
intention of bringing Belize. to
independence before the end of
this year, which persuaded the
Guatemalans to negotiate.

The hope must be that a treaty
will in due course be signed,
based on the London agreement,
which will usher in civilized rela-
tions between Belize and Guate-
mala, so that defence will no
longer be such a burning issue.
It will be hard for Belize to be
completely confident about its
jarger neighbour, with its record
of political instability and its ap-
palling policies of repression;
and that means that Britain can-
not entirely wash its hands of
events in that part of Central
America. But Guatemala has
found itself almost entirely iso-
lated in its claims on Belize. It
also has serious difficulties of ‘its
own, at a time of upheaval in
much of Central America, and
can hardly want to add to them
by going to war over Belize.
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ght on the beaches

From Mr Ted Hughes - -

Sir, Mr P. M. Barlow’s letter (Feb-
ruary 20) emphasising that the
surrender of our inshore fisheries
Zup -to the beaches” to foreign
fishing fleets would also-include—
as far as the stocks of salmon and

sea-trout- are concerned—the sur-
hould be set
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tightly controlled each year on each
river till the full breeding comple-
ment has escaped upstream. The
results began to show by 1977 when
the total Alaskan catch climbed to
49 million. salmon. In 1980, the fig-

_ure was estimated at 100 million.

In the immediate crisis, the
Atlantic Salmon Trust and its policy
deserve the active support of every-
body interested in the ?::.m.oﬂ this,
valuable fish. e i
Yours faithfully,

TED HUGHES,

.Ewm Icelandic returns tell a similar  Moortown, SRR
tale. _ Winkleigh e
What Alaska and Iceland have in  Devon, gl N L
_common is that they claim absolute March 4. .. .. )
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