A Rock honeycombed with confusion

As the Royal Yacht sails into Gibraltar, ALAN RUSBRIDGER
reports on the inhabitants’ concern about their future ] ‘éy,f &

SEVEN months ago, when
the Queen was in North
Africa, the royal yacht was
advised by the Government
‘not to sail past Gibraltar for.
fear of  upsetting the:
Spaniards. eYsterday, as the
Britannia - cruised into the
Roel’s Royal Naval dockyard,.
you could forgive the Gibral-
tarians for feeling a Iittle”
confused. S

Just as iast year’s Foreign
Office decision hurt them, %0
today’s royal visit bhas de
lighted them. Just as the
Government’s threat dast
month that the economically-

*vita{ dockyard might be
closed terrified them, so the
Lords’ vote to give them full
nationality a few days later
reassured .them. In the last
fortnight the 25000 Gibral-
tarians do mnot know quitfe

~ what has hit them. :

The immediate popular re-
action will be evident today
in the tumultuous response

" they have planned for .the_

royal couple, just as it has

. been evident all the week in
 the red-white-and-blue dis-
plays that have covered the
streets, shops: and offices of
the Rock. o
The elation at what is seen

. .

as an affirmation of Britain’s
loyalty towards Gibraltarians
after months, or even years,

report on the future of
Gibraltar, due to be pub-
lished soon in London. The
committee took evidence in

. the colony and their attitude,

some local politicians say,-
means that it is likely that

" ‘their minority report, at

least, will be unfavourable to
the maintenance of British
links with the colony at their

. present level.

Then there are the con-

. tinued worries about the

- dockyard closure — a move
that would almost certainly
destroy the  Gibraltarian
econocmy unless adequate
alternative industry had been

planned and implemented.
The uncertainty ds aggra-
vated by the apparent har-

.- dening of Spanish attitudes

to the Rock. There was not
the faintest whiff of protest,
Sir Joshua said, when Prin-
cess Alexandra visited Gibral-
tar 18 months* ago. Since
then, there has been the
Lisbon agreement to lift the
frontier blockade, and the
failure of Spain to imple-
ment it, and now the boycot-
ting by King Juan Carlos ‘of
the Royal Wedding. Spanish
sources in Gibraltar yester-
day suggested that positions
could polarise now and that

Spain might even try to re-
gain  Gibraltar's  airport,

’ of - jon and apparent in- which they say is on land not
glt;ﬁceigggelt isu expg'gssed and _covered by the 1713. Treaty-
.almost symbolised by the col- of Utrecht, which gave - the
ony’s Chief Minister. Sir Jos- Rock to Britain. =
| hua Hassan. 1((;‘-lbr}:‘zltanams,thtradﬁtmnal}y
| “« cati i take the view that they only
I am fully satisfied _w1th bacome.  an  iwsue - when
-~ British pledges over Gibral- Spanish politicians feel a
"tar’s future,” he assured need tol didv_gmrt %ttentiog from
j i yesterday. “The internal _difficulties. But a
Jgﬁﬂ?gﬁlsg ove rf}n my; nt has combination of factors — not -
always been as good as its least of them the possible
pledges. There could be no . closure of the dockyard —
more sincere way to express has made them take the re-
Britain’s commitment to the g?éhbchefa‘rlxig?:s of I;heu'
-~ than to send the 1 ] seriously.
poople here nv : The flurry and.flag-waving
' - , start of the SRR,
l};?ggynfg:n ‘t'he *a of the last two weeks has
; . : boosted the morale of the
But -underlying . the people, but - below their dis-
euphoria over the visit is a play of patriotic -jubilation
marked anxiety. Few  In they know they -cannot sur-
: - Gibraltar hehevt’z, the Foreign yive without the dockyard
| Office “ blunder " theory over ‘and with a closed fronmtier
| the decision to start the unless they are given the
‘ honeymoon in the colony. time and the capital with
‘ - The more cynical believe: which to establish alternative
) that it was a calculated risk industries. .

-and that it may have been a

sweetener px:esaging iess
good mnews -in the near

© future.

There are, for example,
worries about the Foreign
Affairs’ Select Comniittee’s

“That,” says Peter Isolg’./’
Leader of the Opposition, “ is
a very difficult task. And the

" longer Spain._ delays over

making the Lisbon Agree-
ment work, the more it looks
as though its days are num-
pered.” . .



. Sir~Your insistence in
articles and editorials on re-
garding as a “blunder” the
Foreign Office’s decision over

the visit to Gibraltar of the

Prince and Princess of
‘Wales, although motivated by
admiration for the King of
Spain’s courageous defence
of democracy in his country,
nevertheless implies that the
stumbling block to a solution
of the Gibraltar problem is
the Gibraltarians’ “ embar-
rassing ” loyalty to Britain.
Such an implication comes
very -close to brushing. aside

the crucial democratic princi-

ple of . self-determination
upon which British - policy
has so far rested, for the
sake, ironically, of showing

" good will towards Spain’s vul-

nerable new democracy. :

In fact what we have in the
Anglo - Spanish  dispute is
not a stumbling block but
a deadlock:
of self-determination being in
conflict with Spain’s desire to
satisfy an abstract: principle
of territorial integrity (a satis-
faction, incidentally, which
hawkish elements in the
Spanish armed forces would
vigorously deny to King Has-
san of Morocco in the case of
Ceuta and Melilla on the
dubious grounds that, unlike
Gibraltar, these enclaves are
situated in Africa and not in
Europe). .

It is clearly not going to
bhe easy to find a way out of

. the situation, but it should

the principle .

~ the democratic
_Spain are

be’ more generally appre-
ciated that in this, as in so
many other cases, King Juan
Carlos has to contend with
the bitter legacy of the re-
cent past. The present intrac-
tability of the Gibraltar
problem is in large part due
to General Franco’s high-
handed policy: towards the
Gibraltarians.

No wonder the people of
Gibraltar are still suspicious
of anything that smacks of
Spanish. chauvinism. A just
solution could no doubt be

-found eventually in the con-

text of the EEC, but until
forces in
securely estab-
lished, the. prospect of a de-
cent compromise must appear
remote, '

Given the enduring dead-
lock, the Foreign Office was
surely right not to shrink
from- allowing the Gibraltar-
ians to participate, briefly
enough as it is, in what has
turned out, even here in Bri-
tain, to be an extraordinary
outburst of popular rejoicing
over the royal wedding.

Far from being an embar-
rassment to a solution, the
enthusiasm on the Rock may
well jolt the Spanish Govern-.
ment out of old, coercive
policies that have patently
failed, and make them think
constructively along the lines
of conciliation and respect
for democratic choice.
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