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" The future of Belize

Mr Cranley Onslow, Minister
of Statc.at the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, who. is
in Belize, began talks yesterday
on Guatemala's offer of new
negotiations about its claim 10
the former British colony.

The offer was made two
who have been representing
British interests in Guaiecmala

~were broken off last year.

A reply is on  its. way,
wclcommg the chance of im-
proving relations, while point-
ing out that Britain can no
longer decide the future of
Belize, formerty British Hondu-
ras, which became lndecnanl
12 months ago.

On the other hand Britain
would like to help bring the two
sides logether, in yct anather
attempt  to cnd  the long-
standing ‘quarrel aver Guatcma-
lastcrmorlal claim. -

For one thing Britain still
bears the cost of maintaining
1,800 men, four Harriers and a

the law into its own hands. '
The Government has main-
Klamcd 1hat it will Keep these

" appropriate” -

months ago through the Swiss,

City since consular relations

first

fngalc/destloycr in Belize, to .
deter Guatemala from taking -

‘Attempt to heal rift
with Gmwm‘ﬂa

By Henry Stanhope, Dxplomanc Correspondcnt

forces there “for as long as is
which means
when the |, Guatemalan  threat
has subsided or when Belize
feels able to assume a greater

lLSDO[]SlbI]lIV for 1s  own

.defence.

RL[JOI'IS were' CIrculalmg fast
spring that thc British troops
would be withdrawn by the cnd
of this month. But these can
now be discounted - particu-
larly since the Government’s

embarrassment.. © over - - the
Falklands. - I

Mr. George Price, Prime
Minister of Belize, had dis-~

cussions with the Foreign Office
while he was in London for the
Commonwealth Finance Minis-
ters’ conferenge and Mr Onslow
will. continuc these during his
visit 10 the, Cemral
American state.

Guatemala particularly wants.

a corridor of. land through
Belize to the Atlantic, and has
bcen uu;wnlhng so far, 10 accept

-a compromise offer of frce

access or cven a lease.
"The Dbasis. for an agrccment
over a number of issucs was in

fact ‘signed last’ year, before
Belize  was granted indepen:
dence, but Guatemala refused
‘to ratify it

\ Prlsmers
of conscience

By Caroline Moorehead

charged * with pro-communist
propaganda. He was arrested. in
Sceptember, 1979 .and sentenced
to 10 ycars imprisonment under

mand.

Early in 1979 Mr Chang

for joint talks between Taiwan
and. the People’s Republic of
China. These talks, he sug-
gested, - could lead to
eventual peaceful reumﬁcanon
of China. : .
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the Statute for the Punishment -
of Sedition by the military court .
of the Taiwan Garrison Com-

wrotc an'. open !elter to the..
authorities in which he called -

Mr Chang: was prev1ously'

or writings deemed “‘seditious” -

cconomic system in mainland”
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zines, published a two volume-

Chang Hua-min

A’ 55-year-old historian and = -
journalist, Chang Hua-min, is .
being held in'a-military prison
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