By OPHELIA SUEN

A new water pumping
station at the border tlown
of Muk Wu is expected to
be complcted by the mids
dle of next year.

Construction of tiie plant
and associated rceeption fa-
cilities is costing some $37
million, but the project forms
just part of stage one of a
three-stage scheme, the Direc-
tor of Waler Supplies, Mr
Tom Tomlinson, said yester-
day.

He was in the New Terri-
torics inspecting the progress
of various projects in the
$1.75 billion scheme to draw
and distribute additional
waler from China. .

The Muk Wu station will
house 10 sets of pumps with a
capacity of 1.4 million cubic
melrcs per day. )

Mr Tomlinson sald that
when completed, it would
hoost daily reception capacity
at Muk Wu to 2. millien
cubic metres — more than
doublc existing capacity.

He said that from Muk
Wu, Chinese water is pumped
through aqueducts compris-
ing tunncls and pipclines to
Tai Lam Chung and Plover
Cove rescrvolrs.

“Up to last month, Hong-
kong has received about 175
million cubic mctres of waler
from China out of a 1mal of
255 million cubic metres
scheduled for this period.”
Mr Tomlinson said.

Water from China
amounted to about 40 per
cent of todal estimated de-
mand for 1983/84, he said.

He said a 15-year projec-
tion was made in 1979 which
estimated that by 1994, about
620 mallion cubic metres of
waler — 60 per cent of the
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$37m pumping station
will be ready next year

total demand — will be sup-|
plicd by China.

Mr Tomlinson explained
that the forccast was bascd on
the assumption of an annual
six per cent rise in water de-
mand.

He said there might be a
need to increasc water
charges but this would have
1o depend very much on the
price of water we buy from
China.

At present, it is kept at one
quaner of a yvan for each
cubic metre. The last rise of
i 5 per cent was in February.

While there is no regular
price adjustment ~between
Hongkong and China,
changes arc usually made
when China suggests it he
said.

But it is the Hongkong
Government's policy 1o make
small and hequent adjusi-
ments rather onc big one, he
said. '

A Tnancial review of our
waler supphy, which is expect-
cd 10 have a bearing on the
level of future charges, will be
submitied 1o the Financial
Sccretary, Sir John Brem-
ridge. at the end of January.

While work on the review
was underway, Mr Tomlin-
son stressed it was too early
1o say whether it would mean
any rises.

Meanwhile, the 12-year
schenie, which began in 1981,
involves construction of
seven pumping slations, 32
km of tunncls and the laying
of 31 km of pipcs.

Stage one, comprising 12
major contracts, will cost
more than $720 million.
Scven of the contracts have
been completed and work is
progressing on the remai ing
five, n\
The

largest element b

stage onc is a $220 million-
contract for constructing a
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large diameter aqueduct sys-
tem from Muk Wu 1o Tai
Fam Chung.

Upon completion — cx-
pected o be'in carly 1986 —
the system will comprise 14
km of tunnels large cnough
for inspection vehicles to pass
through. a four-kilomctire ac-
cess road and a 3.5-kilometre
pipeline 2.2 metres in diame-
ter. the larpest in Hongkong.

The system will provide
an additional capacity of
910,000 cubic metres daily 10
the western region of the New
Territories, ‘delivering  water
from China to Tai Lam
Chung reservoir.

Stage two of the scheme is
estimated to cost $725 mil-
lion. Major work will brgin
next year and is scheduled for
completion in 1987,

It will involve construc-
tion of new pumping stations
at Plover Cove and the con-
truction of an aqueduct be-
tveen Plover Cove reservoir
d Pak Kong. including a
subtharine pipeline across
Tolo'Clanncl, to supply more
water Yo Junk Bay, Sa Kung
and the ‘eastern part of Kow-
loon and Hongkong.

An aqueduct will be con-
strucied from Taipo Tau lo
Ngau Tam Mciand a pipeline

laid between Sheung Shui and -

Tau Pass.

Stage three will be imple-
mented between 1988 and
1992 at an estimated cost of
$300 million.

Work in this stage in-

cludes providing additional
pumping plants at the new

stations.
\




