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smuggling
illegals -

A CHINESE seaman who
smuggled 10 illegal immi-
grants to Hongkong by boat
was yeslerday sentenced to
3% years' jail by the District
Court.

Handing down the sen-
tence on Ng Chi-hak for be-
ing the master of a vessel
wtth illegal entrantsion
board, Judge Baily noled
that while the jurisdictiod of
the Diistrict Court was limit-
ed 1o seven ycars' jail, the
maximum sentence for the
offence was life imprisor
ment and a $5 million fime¢

It was a continuous.af:
fence in Hongkong and
judgements delivered by t
Court of Appeal had stresse
the seriousness of the crime,
said the judge.

It was submitted by
Crown Counsel Mr ALl;(n,
Kwok that smugg[nig,
illegals 1o Hongkong by bbat
was becoming very poplﬂig‘
and prevalent.

A deterrent senfence was
called for and the Legal BV
partment was now contepi!
plating taking similar cabég
to the High Court in the'fl!
ture rather than the Distticl
Court, he said. S0V

Ng, 27, the captain of the
vessel, had pleaded guilty i

The court heard that M43
rine Police mtcrccpleﬂ“a‘
Chinese vessel in the watéts
off Tap Shck Kok at around
8.40 pm on August 16, 1!

Eight male and twoifed
male illegal immigrants
were found on board ~ five

. were hidden inside a setret
. compartment while the 6t
ers were on deck. IS ]

Before setting sail earliey
that day, N had liaised with
a snakehead in China and
arranged for the illegals to
board the boat at Shenzlig®
and for each 1o pay 500 yUa
(HK$825). Ui

Ng’s counsel, Miss Ci&sy
Lam, submitted that her'tli:
ent had incurred an 11,
yuan debt for his father é‘hd
brother’s medical cxpcn&éﬂ
and later their funerals.'”'% -

In order to repay Ihjq'
loan, she said, he agreed, 1o,
smugglc the 1l1egals to Hong-
kong for a reward of 100,
yuan for each man and £30
yuan for each woman in hts
vessel which was normal [y
used 1o transport cement 1ol

Ngwas not the ongmamr
of the offence and there wg
no children involved, sa,rg_,

-counsel.

Mr Kwok, callmg fox}'a
deterrent seniences poinded ‘
“out that five illegals were
found concealed in a sefigt
compartment.

This method of tra @
porting the illegals had
posed them to physu:al rjsk.

Ng committed the jofs
fence for financial gain and
the fact that he might not
have received a large reward
should not be considered:a

‘mitigating factor rcdgjs/
the sentence, counsdl sai
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