/550 laws
tfo chang;z
before
handover

By 5. Y. YUE

THE Government is to
speed up the process of mak-
" ing local legislation compati-
: ble with the Basic Law.

John Wilson, who heads
isation and Adap-
of Laws Unit, said
would have to complete
¢ adaptation of the 550 [o-
cal ordinances before 1997.

The unit set up in 1988
had only two profession
staff last year, but the pum-

ber will be increased to six
by next month.

Mr Wilson said different
policy branches had started
reviewing the statute books

“before the Basic Law was en-
acted in 1990,

After the initial review,
the uanit in the Legatl Depart-
ment started detailed analy-
sis about 18 months ago. -

The unit has finished re-
viewing 100 of the 550 ordi-
nances involved and has
made proposals on changes.

[

About 47 proposals have
been submiited to the Chi-
nese side to seck approval.

Mr Wilson said alt 550
iaws nceded to be changed.

Some may require only a
chenge in ‘terminology con-
cerning words like “Crown",
“Royal” and “Common-
wealth”,

Titles such as Attorney-
General, Chief Secretary
and Chief Justice have to be
changed to those used under
the Basic Law.

More complicated
changes will involve funda-
mental concepts like taking
away the privileges enjoyed
by Britain and other com-
monwealth countries.

Other changes may be
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highly controversial, such as |
the definition of 2 permanent -
resident.
. Mr Wilson said they had
to finish the programme be-
fore the handover, :

““If the laws are not
amended, it will be left up to
the courts to decide if they
should be struck down. It is
this uncertainty that we are
trying to avoid,” Mr Wilson
said. ;

Director of the Mong
Kong and Macau Affairs Of-
fice, Lu Ping, told a Bar As-
socistion delegation last
month that 108 ordinances
in Hong Kong were consid-
ered compatible with the Ba-
- sic Law,

Mr Wilson sald they
qould like to know which or-

inances vir Lu meant.




