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Access code exemptions ‘ridiculo
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By MICHELLE CHIN ¢ crnment could-reject re- Democrat James To vironment dat;xd La‘;\%s
. quests for information if the Kun-sunl said it was even Branch shouid be included.
LEGISLATORS have dis-  isclosure “would increasc more vaguc 10 say exemp-  Panc chairman Emily
the likelihood of damage 10 tions would be offered if Lau Wai-hing said the Hous-
the environment, Or raré or “disclosure could lead to im- ing Department should be

missed as ridiculous some of
the proposed exemptions in
a government code of prac-

lice covering public requests endangercd species and  proper gain of advantage”.  included because it had re-
! : their habitats™. He said it was un rai ceived the largest number of
for information. . ¢ said 1L was U certainh o mplaints from the public
At a Legislative Council Democral Man Qaj- whether it applied in mone- P dependent Chri tine
i cheong said that in other tary lerms. ' pene ristife
pane¢l meeting, members E Loh Kung-wa) was confi-
caid the definition of some couniries greatct access to  They also said the first gent her private members’
of the 16 catcgories of ex- information would help pro- - ninc departments to be cho- bill on information access
empted information con- tect the environment. sen under a pilot scheme BE- wouid be passed
tained in the draft Cod¢ of Members also said it was ginning ncxt month, werc Over half of ihe legisla-
Access o Information Were 100 broad ta say information not representative. tors had already indicated
too broad and vague. Some could be withheld if it would Sensitive departments  their support, she said. 1t is
were simply “ridicutous”.  ““harm of prejudice Hong such as the Security Rranch, expected to be tabled for

For instance, the Gov- Kong's defence or sccurity”.  Police and the Planning, En- first reading in February.

e



